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7 Dear S T1 R, 
A O U did me great Honour in judging 


my laſt Letter * worthy of the public 
K View; and I am glad to find your 
Judgment ſo well confirmed, by the 


- univerſal Notice that is taken of it. This was, 


no doubt, chiefly owing to the Nature of the 
Subje&t, which, becoming every Day more in- 
tereſting, is a Reaſon, why I ſhould continue my 
Remarks, in Compliance with your continued 


Requeſt. You may, therefore, expe& an im- 


partial Account of ſuch of our public Tranſac- 
tions as have affected his Majeſty's Service in 
theſe Parts, ſince the Time of writing my laſt to 
you ; and as I know that you are determined 
wholly by a View to the public Good, I ſhall be 
perfe&tly ſatisfied with whatever Uſe you may 


make of the Informations I give you. 


A 2 To 
* It was publiſhed by R, Grifith;, intitled, 4 Brief State 
of Pennſylvania, : A 


py 
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To us who inhabit theſe Colonies it muſt give 
a very ſenſible Satisfaftion, to ſee the Attention 
of every honeſt Engliſhman ſo: cloſely turned to- 
wards our ProteQion and Safety, Undytiful,. 
therefore, and baſely ungrarefut might we be 
deemed, if we ſhould attempt to impoſe upon 
our diſtant Countrymen and BenefaCtors, by lame 
or partial Accounts of things which are of the laſt 
Importance towards our common Happineſs! 

For my part, I ſhall confine myſelt entirely to 
a Detail of undeniable and notorious Fats, which 
I have been an- Eye-witneſs of; and I have not a 
ſingle. Inducement to give. a partial Relation of 
them.-- By my Station,\as well as Prineiples,. you 
know that I diſclaim all Party-conneCtions, and 
have nothing to .hope or to fear from any of 
thoſe called Parties among us. My only View is 
to remove groſs Miſrepreſentations, and to diſ- 
play the miſerable and defencelelſs State of this 

rovince to thoſe who only can relieve and fave it, 
My Motive to this is a moſt affeting one. — 
My Life is at Stake, and the Cry of Blood, Death 
and Deſolation hourly pierces my very Heart from 
the Country round about. - 

When I laſt wrote to y6u, I told you that I 
could no longer be filent, and behold the Di- 
ſtreſs of the Province in whieh I lived. —<© A 
« French Enemy and their Savage-allies being 
* advanced into our Country, and fortified, 
* within a few Days March of our Metropolis. 


« The People on our Frontiers liable to be mur- 


« dered and driven from their-Habitations ! Our 
& Lives and ſacred Rights expoſed an eaſy Prey, 
* by the Infatuation of a Sett of Men. amongſt 


« ourſelves, who are principled againſt Defence, 


* and regard no Conſequences provided they can 
*« ſecure their darling Power, and keep their Seats 
| | | fe 
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« in Aﬀembly.” I told you alſo that it was'to 
be feared that the Enemy, expecting to find ng 
Reſiſtance from this Province, on account, of the 
religious Principles of our Rulers, had turned 
their Aims upon the Conqueſt of our Country, 
and the Alienation of the Foreigners amongſt us. 
I obſcrved further, that there was no Poſlibility 
of getting theſe Men out of our Aſſembly, fiace 
they had, by a great many wicked Pradtices 
(which I then recounted to. you) got theſe Fo- 
reigners entirely in their Intereſt, who are about 
one half of the People in the Province. 

Since the writing of the aforeſaid Letter, every. 
thing which I then feared is come to paſs. After 
the Defeat of General Braddock, and the Depar- 
ture of the Remainder of the Army to the North- 
ward, the Enemy, expeCting no Reſiſtance from 
Us, have made a Deſcent upon the Province, and 
are almoſt Maſters of the whole Country between 
the Ohio, and Sa/quebannab. Inftead of 220 Miles 
Diſtance, as I ſaid they were before, their Scal- 
ping-parties have been within 65 Miles of this 
City; and it is feared they intend to fortify them- 
ſelves as near us as poflible (ſome think about 
Shamokin) in order to ſupply themſelves with 
Proviſions, and harraſs our [nhabitants thro? the 
Winter. A great Number of Families have been 
fſcalped by them, and ſome thouſands have fled 
from their Habitations farther down into the Pro- 
vince. A general Pannic reigns among the Peo- 

ple ; and. when a few refolve to make Head a- 
Sin the Enemy, it is impoſſible to keep up 
Order amongſt them for want of a proper mi- 
LITIa Law, which our Aﬀembly have (till re- 
fuſcd to pals; nor is there any Probability of ob- 
Faiping it, as I ſhall afterwards ſhew. 


The 
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"The Confequence of all is, that inevitable Ruin 
ſeems to hang over this rich and uſeful Province, 
unleſs the King and Parliament ſhall interfere, 
upon ſome ſuch Plan as I pointed out in my laſt. 
For we now find by Experience, what I then 
hinted, that in time of Danger, it cannot be ex- 
peed that Individuals ſhould undertake the Bur- 
den of Defence without a proper Law to make 
it fall general and equal, 

_ I have, therefore, ſtill greater Reaſon than be- 
fore, to continue remonſtrating, and I ſhall never 
ceaſe to remonſtrate, againſt the public Meaſures 
of this Province, as long as I fee my poor Fel- 
low-ſubje&ts Zleeding and ſuffering thereby ; and 
our capital City ſcarce ſafe from the inſidious In- 
curſions of an Enemy, almoſt within a Day's 
March of us. | 
| I well know that the Taſk in which I am en- 
gaged muſt be an invidious. one to ſome ; but it 
| 1s an honeſt and neceſſary one. Thoſe who are 
aftected by the Cenſures which I ſhall be obliged 
to paſs, will, no doubt, roar out as uſual. It 
would be hard to deny them this Privilege, when 
the Scourge of their Iniquity is keenly applied 
to them. Burt unleſs they ſhall bring Arguments 
as concluſive as mine, I hope they will receive 
only a proportionable Degree of Credit; and with 
regard to the hard Names they may beſtow, let 
them be paſſed over as things of nought. 

There is not a more unpromiſing Subje&t, on 
which to write, than the Times we live in. If 
we are obliged to blame the Adminiſtration, and 
| probe into the Boſom of proſperous Villainy, it is 
like waking a Neſt of Hornets, who will be ſure. 
to ſting and to purſue, if they can, to Deſtruc- 
tion. -*Tis the polka if Truth requires us to pay 
a candid Applauſe to Virtue in Power : It _ 

rouſes 
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roufes the Reſentment of every little PxzTENDER 
who is out of. Power : In either Caſe, to touch 
upon living CharaCters, is to embark on a Sea of 
Troubles. S EP 
But, on the other Hand, he who writes of the 
Times that are elapſed, launches forth on a gentle 
Surface, neither toſſed into Tumult by the rude 
Breath of Calumny, nor- the ſwelling Tides of 
Party. Yer ſtill it is from the former that the 
latter muſt borrow his Materials ; and if no Per- 
ſon had Boldneſs and Honeſty enough to write 
concerning his own Times, the World would be 
deſtitute of the Hiſtory of all Times. 
_ I pleaſe myſelf, therefore, with the Thoughts 
that theſe Remarks and Anecdotes will live when 
Calumny itſelf is dead, and help to throw Light 
upon the important Hiſtory of this Province, 
when the preſent Sett of Actors ſhall be filent 
as the Grave. Nay, I have already had the Sa- 
tisfaftion to find that my laſt has not only been 
a powerful Means of laying open the internal 
State of this diſtreſſed Colony, to the Eye of 
the Britiſh Nation, but alſo of diſpelling Pre- 
judices among the People here ; many of whom 
begin to ſee how groſsly they have been miſled, 
even y their own Repreſentatives. | 
As ſoon as my brief State made its Appearance 
here, in the Form of a Pamphlet, it was as a 
_ Clap of Thunder to our Rulers, who had not 
been accuſtomed to ſuch plain Dealing. But 
FaRts are of a ſtubborn Nature. - They found 
it in vain to combat the cleareſt Evidence, and 
therefore wiſely reſolved to paſs over the whole. 
It would have been well for them, could they 


' have etarad to this Belotve ; in which Cab 


they would have eſcaped the keener Cenſure they 
4 | have 
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have ſince met with from another Quafter *. 
But their Uneaſinefs could not conceal itfelf amidft 
their affeed Silence ; and though they had niei- 
ther the Courage nor Candor to attempt an open 
and fair Refutation, they kept throwing out dark 
and inſidious Hints avvinſt it. Art length, in 
the Months of Auguſt and September, out came 
the whole collefted Indignation of the ka 7 
from no leſs a Body than our Afﬀembly itſelf. 
In two remarkable Meſſages, filted with the 
grofſeſt Abuſes of their Governor, my Brief State 
15 fathered upon him, and honoured with the Ap- 
pellation of * famous Libel.” The only Reaſon 
aſſigned for this is that — © It teaches the Doc- 
<« trine of a Neceflity for a Change in our civil 
« Conſtitution.*” — And for this 1 beg Pardon, 
for I meant only to teach the DoErine of a Ne- 
ceſſity for a Change of our Pnaker- Rnlers, whoſe 
Principles have almoſt undone their Country, ahd 
is Conſtitution too. wa | 

Soon after this, a Writer, in'one of our News- 
papers, taking the Hint from his Maſters, ven- 
tured to give the ſame Name of Libet ro my 
Brief State. For this he alſo gave only one Rea- 
ſon, which was a very remarkable one,—namely, 
that the Brief State was © fille& with perſonal 
« Scurrilities againft whole Bodies of People.” — 
This ſeems ſtrange at firſt Sight ; but it is eaſily 
reconciled. For the Writer was conſcious, that 
alt the Refleftions in the Pamphlet, directed 
againſt whole Sefts and Bodies,' were due ofily 
to himſelf and to one of two mbre, who have 
long miſled the reſt. He therefore ſpoke very 
conſiftently with himſelf, though nor with com- 


mon Linguage, when he ſaid perſonal Refleions 


againſt 
* In the New-York Mercury, quoted below, N® 168. 
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inf whole, Bodies. — Theſe are all the Objec» 
ys 3 that n-My ever a ppeared hete; whete the 


as, if falſe "mw ht hy have been refuted. 
ge pole e, 1 ws fully prove againſt 
Ys Nr he Kis y gens. of them, to 
fcQually 
French tor a dead Weak 


upon po $ Service. - This, and ey 
= Charge fas oat a 
de 


Brief State, I ſhall ſupport with © freſh and uns 
niable Evidence. 
As tothe other Writer, I find him fo well 
handled for me in the New-Yark Mercury, that 
1 need only to tranſcribe the Subſtance of it.— 

. My Vindicator, in that Paper, begins with a 
. Complaint that in Philadelphia, by the 
ſcandalous Praftices of the Afſembly's Party, he 
was refuſed the Privilege of the Preſs, which had 
is ell or that flies and that he was obliged 
for that Juſtice in another Province, which 

not obtain in his own. 
then obſerves, that the Reaſon of his 
riting was to make proper Remarks on an 

Eſſay which had juſt been publiſhed in a Phila- 
delphia News-paper, containing ſeveral Extracts 
of Letters from London, either fiftitious, or 
written to our Afembly by their ever-faithful 
Agents ; ſetting look, the that the Clamors raiſed 
againſt them, by m my Brief State, were juſt be- 
.ginning to wear . off ; — that there were many, 
both == and Commoners in Exgland, who now 
acknowledged that they had been impoſed upon 
by the Brief State, and that they began to con- 
ſider our Aſſembly's Condu&t, as one of the moſt 
glorious Tonaanr 4 for Liberty which Hiſtory 
can ſhew ;—that the Governor's Condutt was of 
courſe condemned, ag that the Author "0 


EN 

Gentleman's Matgazine (for June 1725) in his 
State of the Diſpute, had publiſhed a Pao6a, 
when he ſays—* Thus ended the long 'protrac- 


<« ted Diſpute between the Governor and Afﬀem- 


« bly of Petr lvania; which was finally referred 
« to. the higheſt Determination, by which the 
«- Governor's Condu@ 'was approved, and his 
« Reſolutions confirmed — © 

.. In Reply to this, the Vindicator of my Briet 
State obſerves, that he could ſee 'no other Rea- 
ſon for charging .the Author of the Magazine 
with 'Falſhood and Partiality, in a Diſpute that 
ſo little interefts him ; unleſs it be, that he has 
not taken the Part of the Afembly, in Viola- 
Jation, of his Veracity, his Judgment, and of 
that Candor wherewith he has fo long entertamed 
the World. 5 7 0a 
© With regard to the Extratts of Letters in fa- 
vour of the Aſſembly, my Vindicator ſays he 
can balance them with Extracts on the other Side, 


| written alſo from London, by Perſons of equal 


Importance, and probably more Impartiality than 

the Aſſembly's Letter-writers ; which [ExtraCts 

he gives in;Subſtance as follows.— x 
One ſays — © The Afﬀairs of your Province 


- 
= 


* are much talked of. Every Body blames your 
.* Afﬀembly, and ſeems convinced of the Ab- 


« ſurdity of ſuffering a Sett of Men to have 
©: any Share in Government, whoſe religious Prin- 


*<© ciples diſqualify them for that which is the 
«© chief End of all Government, namely, to de- 
«fend the Lives and Properties of the People, 
_** from external Violence. We now perceive 


« clearly, that all their paſt Diſputes about In- 
& ſtructions, were only introduced in order to 


© ſave Appearances, and avoid doing any. thing 


« contrary to what they call - their ' Principles, or 
Gd a « that 
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« that Scheme of Policy which. holds them to- 
«© gether, In the Name of all that's 'gbod, if 
* they have any real Scruples of Conſcience 
« againſt Defence, and no political End; to ſerve 
<< by keeping their Power, why do they not at 
* once bongſtly reſign the Government into the 
« Hands, of thoſe, who, in your preſent dange- 
* rous Situation, would do honour to it, and 
«*« enable you to make as good a Figure as your 
« brave Neighbours to the Northward, who 
& have done ſo much for the common Defence 
« of America? ''— =, Se: 
_. Another, ſays—** There is ſomething very ho- 
 * nonourable in the Condut of his Majeſty's 
« Colony of New-York, which meets with great 
« Applauſe here. You know, the Inhabitants 
« of that Colony were always reckoned a warm 
« Party-people z but now, in the preſent Exi- 
«, gency, they have wiſely ſuſpended every Diſ- 
<« pute that could retard his Majeſty's Ser- 
<* vice; and we find them among the moſt zea- 
«* lous in the common. Cauſe. ' As for your 
* Pennſylvania Aſſembly, I cannot conceive 
* what Sort of Creatures it is made up of, We 
&« hear of nothing from them but eternal Diſ- 
<« putes and Quarrels, Why cannot they give 
« Money on the ſame Terms with the neighbour- 
<« ing Colonies, and agreeable to that Mode 
*« fixed upon by the Wiſdem of the Crown, upon 
< an Addreſs from both Houſes of Parliament ? 
« Moſt certainly they have no Intention to give 
« any Thing at all. People here wonder to find 
 « them hinting Deſigns of Oppreſſion and Slavery. 
© Their Language and ConduR, in all their 
_ «© Debates, plainly ſhew that they are Strangers | 

« to every Thing of Oppreſſion but the Name, 
* which on every Occaſion they wantonly make 

Wy reg e © a ore, 


BIS 
8 uſe of, as a Cloak for their own Infolence of 
& Power. Indeed it ſeems to me the next Step 
& to Treaſon itſelf, to be infinuating ſuch Things 
* in any Part of a free Monarchy. There can 
© be no ſuch Thing as partial Slavery and Op- 
$ preffion under an Engliſh Conſtitution.” —_ 

Another ſays—* The conſtant Endeavours of 
« your Aſſembly to perſuade their Governor that 


A 


* he may Jegally break through all his Infiruc- 


* tions, and their keeping back his Salary when 
*© he refuſes to comply, appear here in a very bad 
« Light. If your Governor is a Branch of. the 
* Legiſlature, it is the Height of Impudence, 
« and a Violation of the Conſtitution, not to 
« leave him to exerciſe his own Judgment with 
<« Freedom and Independency. They muſt indeed 
<« be a very corrupt People ; for, if the Go- 
* vexnor could come into their Meaſures, with- 
< out falling under the Laſh of the Law, is he 
<< therefore to be unfaithful to his Truſt? We 
* know that the very Nature of a Truft implies 
* a Capacity of breaking it; and if this could 
* be done without the Laſh of the Law, is 
* there no Law of Conscatnce and Equity ? 
* And may a Man always be a Villain when 
*© he is without the Reach of civil Juſtice? It 
F* 1s no wonder that ſuch Men ſhould ftrive to 


A 


c 


A 


_ ©© alienate the Aﬀections of the Germans ſettled 


F* among you, in order to ſerve their Party- 
$ purpoſes, when we ſee they have even the 
** Aſlurance to attempt the corrupting their Go» 
* vernors themſelves, who are the immediate 
** Servants of the Crown. 
* This Charge of alienating the Germans is 
* brought againſt your Aſſembly, among other 
** Charges, in a Pamphblet late publiſhed here, 
** entitled A Brief State of the Province of Penn- 
_« fylvania, 


A 


« 14nd 
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« flvania. It is very eagerly read, as indee 

« almoſt every thing relating to the Colonies. is, 
« at this time. It contains a Number of Charges, 
« chiefly Fats, laid together, 'in a Manner fo 
« clear, ſo ſpirited and conſiſtent, that it will 
« be' hard to refute them. There has, it is true, 


« been an Attempt to anſwer it: Burt it is a poor 


« abuſive Aﬀair, written in a confuſed Manner. 
5 The Author * does not enter upon the Refu- 
$44 «© tation. 

®* This Anſwer is faid to be the Produftion of one + 
formerly an Attorney's Clerk. He was convicted of For» 
gery, ſentenced to be hanged, but after ſome time obtained 
the Favour of Tranſportation ;. and: did us the Honour to 
take up . his' Reſidence in this Provigce. But, being dif- 
covered, and filenced from Pleading as any Attorney here, 
he returned home at the Expiration of the 'Term of his Ba- 
niſhment. Thinking himſelf a fit Tool for the Party he de- 
fends, and hoping to pave the Way for his future Preferment 
amonglt them, he k to anſwer my Brief State, with- 
out any Acquaintance with the Fafts he wrote about. 'The 
Amount of what he ſays, is— 
1/}, That the Title-page of the Brief State is a Puff, ſee- 


ing the Cauſes of the French Encroachments are in no part 


[) = growoerey accounted for. So ds 4 
2dly, t the Men in tion to rs are al 
a Pack of Raſcals. "_ 
| In anſwer to the #rf, I ſhall-quote the Brief Szate itſelf. 
Page 13, it is faid,—** The French have invaded and built 
«« three Forts in the Province, being well appriſed of its 
* DEFENCELESs and diſunited State, and preſuming on the 
© RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLES of our ruling People.''—This 
Preſumption then, on the Quakers Principles, and our defence- 
leſs State, are given as Cauſes of the French Encroachments. 
Again, page 30, it is ſaid, —** The Frexch having turned 
** their Hopes upon the great Body of Germans in Penn/y/- 
#* vena, have got juſt behind them, and ſtrengthened them- 


5* ſelves upon our exceeding fruitful Lands on the On 10, 


** They know theſe Germans are extremely ignorant, and as 
5c yet little acquainted with the Bleſſings of an Z»g1;/> Con- 
« ſtitution ; thinking a large Farm the greateſt Bleſſing in 
** Life. Therefore, by ſending their je/uitical Miſſionaries 
** among them, to perſuade 'them 'over to the Popi/o Reli- 
** g10n, and by offering them eaſy Settlements upon the ſaid 
+« Lands, the French will draw theſe Germans, as they os 

| | | «* done 
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* tation of any of the Fats charged upon the 
« Aſſembly, but takes Occaſion to yent his 
«© Choler againſt ſome particular Men- amongſt 
& you, who, one would think, had greatly of- 


ended him Þ. — | THE TTSOTT 
© Thus the Account of Extracts is balanced; 
« and whenever. the Aſfſembly- ſhall favour us 
« with more on their Side, we can alſo furniſh 
« more on the other. As. for the Teſtimony of 


« the Author of the Preſent State of North Ame- 
| | «© rica, 


« done the Irdians, over from the Engli/þ, or perhaps lead 
« them in a Body agamſt us. This Scheme has been long 
* laid, and uniformly - purſued by the French.''—Here ar 
more Cauſes of the Freach Encroachments. - | | 
Now, tho” I difclaim'the Art of multiplying Words need- 
Jeſly, which my Antagoniſt is ſo much a Maſter of, I think 
the above Paragraphs clearly diſplay the End, Cauſes. and 
Deſigns, of the late French Encroachments. Nor does it re- 
quire many Words: to tell that theſe are their Views, ſince 
they are ſo well known here, that a Man would be laughed 
at who ſhould affect to diſbelieve them. _ 
As to the ſecond, 1 do-not wonder that a Writer, who is 
conſcious of being a Villain himſelf, ſhould endeavour to 
blacken the CharaQters of others. 'The Truth 1s, that the 
Men in Oppoſition to the 2uaters, are of the firſt Charafter, 
and Fortune in this Province :.They oppoſe the Zuakters from 
no Party-view, and defire no Share in the Government, but 
only to ſee it in the-Hands of Men who are not, by their 
Principles, unfit for it. Provided they can ſee their Country 
defended, and their Eſtates ſecure, the Gentlemen in the Op- 
poſition do not care by what Inſtruments. it 45 done... For, 
in Oober 1754, they procured a Meeting with the leading 
Duakers, who hs the Mob at Ele&ions, and entreated them 
to name Men of any Perſuaſion, provided they were for De- 
Fence, and they would not only drop their Oppoſition, but 
on cordially join the 2uakers, in the Choice of ſuch 
en. | 
The other Part of this abuſive Anſwer is ſo full of Miſ- 
repreſentations and Blunders, owing to the Author's want of 
common Honeſty, and the Diſtance at which he writes, that 
the Puakers here diſown the Piece. And this will be the 
Caſe with every other Anſwer, written where the Fats are 
not known. BIG WA | 
+ They llenced him from Pleadiog here. 
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« rica Þ, who is dubbed with the Title of inge- 
&© nious, for having found out that the Quakers 
« are a very reſpettable Body of People ;, they are 
« welcome to it. . This Diſcovery may be an 


La 


Inſtance of his [vention and Ingenuity ; but in 
<« the reſt of his Performance there is nothing 
= © new or ingenious, it being a meer catch-penny 
* © Afﬀair, making a ſplendid Appearance, but 
« containing only what had long beiore been 
&*« hackney'd over and over in the public News- 
&« papers, as is obſerved by the Authors of the 
= © Monthly Review, whoſe Judgment of Books 
Z * is allowed to be deciſive. 
; «« But Thouſands of Teſtimonies ſignify juſt | 
« nothing againſt Matters of Fat. While other | 
+ Provinces, neither half ſo rich nor populous 
« as we, have furniſhed out their Thouſands of 
* brave Men in the general Cauſe, we have not, 
&« as a Province, armed a ſingle Man, nor is there 1 
« 2ny Probability that we ſhall. And yet had 
© the Conſciences of our Afſembly ſuffered them 
*© to ſupport General Braddock with two or three 
** Regiments of Pennſylvanians, as we had Men 
* enough willing to go, and well accuſtomed to 
* the Woods, his Army had, no doubt, been 
&« ſafe, and all our Expeditions ſucceſsful. 
* Theſe are the Things that expoſe our Afſ- 
& ſ{embly to cenſure, and not any Party-reſent- 
* ſent. All our Neighbours complain of us, 
'«< and look upon us as a dead Weight to the 
« general Cauſe ; nay, as effectually ſerving the 
* Cauſe of the Enemy. How often, and how 1 
« juſtly has this Province been cenſured in the | 
* Boſton and New-York News-papers ; and cer- | 
* tainly the public Condemnation of our Neigh- 
< bours will weigh a thouſand Times more a- | 
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« gainſt our Afembly, than any obſcure Teſti- 
« monies for them, ſaid to be ſent from England. 


« As an Inftante \'of the Opinion entertained of 
<< this Province, by our Neighbours, as well as 
« the Encouragement which our Conduct gives 
< to the:Enemy, I will add what a Gentleman 
* of Rhode-Jfhand writes on the Subject. 

<<. have, ſays he, juſt got into my Hands a 
< Copy of a Letter, written in June laſt, from a 
<< Gentleman in.Montreal, to his Friend at Paris. 
<« After a great many Schemes for extending the 
*« Power of his Grand Monarque, he has the fol- 
<« lowing remarkable Paſſage, which 1 could not 
<« forbear ſending for the Peruſal of your pacifi- 
«« Pennſyhvanians. 

* About a Century ago, forn the Frenchman, 
© our Court, finding it impoſſible to ſubject the 
© Engliſþ Nation to their Dominion, while they 
© preſerved. their fierce and martial Spirit, pro- i 
« jced the following Scheme to break and ſub- 
* due that Spirit. A certain faithful Jesv1T 
© was ſent to England, who _ out that he | 
< went for Conſcience-ſake.” He pretended to a 
* certain Light within, ſoon booed popular, and 
* was the Means of founding a Sect of QuieT- 
© I1STs or NoNn-RESISTANTS, who held it un- 
'* lawful' ro ſpill Chriftian Blood, and, if you 
© fmote them on one Cheek, would turn the other 


* alſo, 


<© For ſome-time there was a Proſpe& that 


'* 'this Se would multiply exceedingly, and then 
'* our Moxarque would have made an eaſy Con- 
* queſt of the whole Illand of Britain. But in 
-* this we were diſappointed, for there were a 
« great many ſtubborn Britons, who not only 
* retuſed to embrace theſe Quietift Principles, 
* but alſo found Means to exclude all thoſe from 
« apy 
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- any Places of Truſt, who were known to hold 


ſuch Principles. 

* Yet, my Friend, the good Scheme ſeems 
ſtill in a fair Way to take Effect at laſt, The 
rich and extenſive Province of Pennſylvania is 
chiefly ſettled with the ſame fort of People 
(commonly called 2uakers) and the Govern- 
ment 1s entirely, in their Hands ; fo that we 
have erected ſeveral Foriifications far within the 
Limits of their Province, without any Hin- 
drance or Moleſtation. We hear from our 
faithful Miſfionaries among them, that this 
meek and peacecable- People are ſerving us 
molt effettually, refuſing to grant any Money 
to diſpoſſeſs us, and finding means to intro- 
duce Quarrels, and ſpin, out the Time. They 
have a great Party of their own gquiezeſt and 
non-reſuting Principles, among the GrnMays 
in that Province, which is likewiſe much to 
our Advantage. For my Correſpondents 
write me from thence, that an Engliſh Gene- 


ral, being about to. march againſt our Þgrts, 


had ſent to Pennſylvania to hire Waggons with 
his Maſter's Money, and that the foreſaid 


German 9uteteſts, and our other Engliſh Friends | 


of the ſame Principles, had refuſed to carry 
any Powder or Inſtruments of Death againſt 
us ; but that they would meet us, like Lambs, 
bringing us Bread and all ſorts of Proviſions. 

< O, my Friend | were the rude Oliverians in 
the Colonies to the Northward, as mild and 
harmleſs *, what a fine thing it would be to 
meet their THousSANDs, armed only with 
Mutton, and Beef, and Baſkets of Sweetmeats.— 


« Never-_ 


* There being two Tranſlations of this Letter, there is a 


. Difference between them in ſome Words. 
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* Nevertheleſs, we doubt not, when we have 
once opened a Paſſage through the rich Pro- 
vince of Pennſylvania to the Sea.(in which, as 


ſay when once this is accompliſhed, we doubt 
not but we ſhall in a ſhort Time, not only re- 
duce all the other Engl;h Colonies, but the 
Mother-country alſo, her chief Strength and 
Support being once cut off. Thus you - ſee 
that the long-laid Plan may at laſt be ſuc- 
ceſsful, to the Glory of our grand Monarque, 
and the ſpreading abroad the Influence of our 
© holy Catholic Church,*— 

* The ſame Rhode- [land Gentleman (conti- 
* nues my Vindicator) adds further, that he has 
« in his Hands a whole Bundle of the ſaid 
* Frenchman's Letters, which he intends to pub- 
&« liſh occaſionally ; and he has accordingly given 
© us one of them in the New-York Gazette, 
& September 22d, in which 1s a Paragraph to the 
«following Effect : *? 

* The Quakers and our good Friends the Mo- 
* ravians, lays the vaunting Frenchman, refufe 
* to take up Arms againſt us; and we are in- 
* formed that they are almoſt half the Number 
* of the Inhabitants in Pennſylvania. The other 


e700 @&  & 6 


_ © half, weare told, conſiſts of a Variety of mon- 


grel Proteſtants. of different Nations, Dutch, 


Q :®:.:@a 6 


our good Catholics, who have from time to 
time fled into theſe Parts, or bcen tranſported 
* from 


* The Baron Diefau, Commander of all the French 
Forces in North America, and now a Priſoner at New-York, 
has frequently in Converfation declared to the Eng/i Phy- 
ficians, Ce. attending h'm, that he never expected to meet 
with any Reſliſtance from the Government of Pennfylvania, 
as he knew it to be in the Hands of People who are againit 


I rold you, we expedct no Oppoſition *) — I 


Germans, Palatines, intermixed with Shoals of 


[ 19 ] 


* from Scotland and Ireland, ef} pecially into the 
« Country of BaLTIMORE (Maryland. 
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«© Thus we fee that the Author of the Brief 
State had Reaſon to be jealous of thele Fo- 
reigners among us at this Time. Neverthe- 
leſs, it is falſe to ſay he reflets upon the whole 
Body of them. They certainly do not all de- 
ſerve it; and thoſe who do, he pities rather 


than blames, by ſhewing that they have been 


made Tools of, and kept in the greateſt Ig- 
norance, to ſerve the Purpoſes of Elections. 
He alſo propoſes a Scheme to inftruft them, 
and render them good Engliſh Subjects, capa- 
ble of uſing their own Judgment, indepen- 
dent of all Parties ; for which they are cer- 
tainly obliged to him. But the Deſign of this 
Exclamation on the Part of the Aſſembly 1s 
obvious. It ſerves to keep up a Party among 
theſe Germans for the enſuing EleQtion, and is 
much eaſier than a fair Retutation of Facts, 


to which the Writers on the other Side are 


here challenged, before they throw out any 
more general InveCtives, either againſt the 
Brief State, or its ſuppoſed Authors. And 
that they may know what they are challenged 
to undertake, the Facts charged againſt the 
Aſſembly, and now almoſt univerſally credit- 
ed, are as follows : g 

* 1{t, That Schemes of Politics are carried 
on, at a certain annual Cabal, commonly cal- 
led an yearly Meeting of Friends, far religious 
Purpoſes. | 

*« 2d, That a great Majority of one particu- 
lar Perſuaſion, who are ſcarce a Fifth of the 
People of this Province, and by their religi- 
ous Principles unqualified for Government, 


* are kept in the Aſſembly, by the Influence of 
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«© Thele are the Charges againſt our Aſſembly 
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the aforeſaid Cabal, to the Excluſion of Men 
of ſuperior Property and Qualifications. 
« 23d, That many notorious Falſhoods and 
corrupt Notions have been impudently ſpread 
among the People, and eſpecially the Ger- 
mans, in order to ſecure them in the Intereſt 
of the ſaid Party at EleCtions. 
& 4th, That our Afembly, compoſed of the 
laid Party, have, in all their Debates, plainly 
ſhewn that they had no Intention to at like 
the neighbouring Colonies, and grant Money 
for the King's Ule. 
«* ;th, That if the ſaid Party continue to keep 
their Seats in Aſſembly, the Province mult 
either be thrown into the Enemy's Hands, or 
the King and Parliament muſt interfere, and 
make Laws to put us into a Poſture of De- 
icnce, as well as to exclude the ſaid Party from 
any future Share of that Government, which 
they have ſo groſsly abuſed. 
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in the Brief State, and very heavy ones too, 
but they are ſupported with ſufficient Reaſons. 
And whenever any thing ſhall be ſaid to inva- 
lIidate theſe Reaſons, I who now write this, 
am ready to defend them againſt any Man, or 
Sett of Men, who may think fit to enter into 
the Controverſy. 
* Whol am that ſpeaks ſo boldly will be the 
Subject of much Enquiry, But that Trouble 
may be ſpared ; for I am never to be known 
poſutively, and negatively I am not the Author 
of the Brief State ; nor do I ferch and carry 
tor any great Man ; nor do I want his Din- 
ner, or his gracious Nod; nor is it in the 
Power of any Party to prefer ar diſgrace me. 
I am for myſelf ; embarked in the glorious 
« Cauſe 
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Cauſe of TrxuTH and LizerRtTy. And, 


ſuch a Cauſe, I would ſpeak, if I could, in 
«« Thunder, till the Heart of Guilt trembles to 


£ 
c 


La 


c 


La 


ieces. I delire I may be called no Names ; 
tor I ſhall not give Names to any Body. I 
ſhall liſten to Reaſon, and always retract when 
* convinced of an Error. But my Judgment 
<«« ] will not give up to either Side ; nor 1s it for 
&« the Intereſt of the Public that I ſhould give 
« it up. Great is the Power of Truth, and it 
«& will prevail at laſt, on which Side loever it 
&« lies.” '— 

Thus far my Vindicator ; whole fair Challenge 
has never been accepted, nor has a ſingle Word 
appeared in Anſwer to his Five C harges. Indeed, 
they are ſo intimately known in this Province, 
that it would be Madneſs to deny them. Bur left 
that ſhould be attempted on your Side of the 
Atlantic, which they think it advileable not to 
attempt here, I ſhall ſubjoin a Series of Facts 
and Anecdotes in ſupport of each of the aforeſaid 
Charges, which I hope will diſplay Qyater Poli- 
tics in their true Colours. 

The firſt and ſecond, viz. That the yearly and 
monthly Meetings of leading 2uakers in this 
Province are not entirely tor ſpiritual Purpoſes ; 


c 


but that they are degenerated into political Ca- 


bals, held the Week before our annual EleCtion, 
to fix the Choice of Afſembly-men, and iſſue 
out their Ed:5s to the ſeveral Meetings in the 


Province. — Theſe Charges, I ſay, want no Con- 


firmation ; bur if they do, I ſhall ſay ſomething 
more on that Head before I conclude. 

The zhird and heavieſt Charge is, that the 
Dakers have corrupted the Germans, and filled 
them with Apprehenſions of Vaſlalage and Sla- 
very, In caſe they ſhall ever agree to return any 

Other 
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ether Men beſides Zuakers to lit in Aſkmbly. 


In my former Letter I was very full upon this 


important Article. I mentioned many of the 
Fallhoods and wicked Infinuations continually 
propagated among thele Foreigners for the Pur- 
poſes of Elections, by means of a certain German 
Printer, in Qwuaker-pay. TI told you allo of the 
ereat Increaſe of German Sectarics of various De- 
nominations, all principled againſt Defence, and 
encouraged by the Quakers; and I might have 
added, that for this Purpoſe they have, from 
time to time, diſtributed Books and Pamphlets 
among the faid Germans, and particularly Bar- 
elay's iPology ;—all calculated to propagate thoſe 
a9n-refijtii;o Principles, which are plainly ſubver- 
jive of Society, 

But of all others, the German News-paper 1s 
a nevcr- failing Channel of Corruption. Very 
lately, at a time when we were alarmed from 
every Quarter, the People were told in that Pa- 
per, that they had nothing to fear from the Ene- 
my z and that when the French and their Indians 
ſhould come down againſt us, ** that Man was 
* bleft who could open his Door to them, or 
© run out to meet them with Bread and Milk ;*? 
but to 77ſt, or have recourſe to the weak Arm 
of Fleſh, would of courſe be downright. Pre» 
ſumption. 

Nor are theſe the DoQtrines of the Preſs alone. The 
{ame are allo inculcated by every 2uaker-preacher 
throughout the Province. On the firſt News of the 
Defeat of the late General Braddock, when Terror 
anc Conſternation ſat in every Face ; when our 
Women and Children were in Tears, and every 
honelt Heart was bleeding for the Country's Di- 
itreis, and deeply forrowful with the Thoughts 
that many brave Men, allied to ſome of the belt 

| Families 
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Families in England, had ſpilt their generous 
Blood in fighting our Battles for us;—at that 
very time, I lay, the molt noted Qyater-preacher 
in this City, exhorted his numerous Audience to 
adhere firmly to their Principles, and neither to 
act in Defence, nor in any Shape ro contribute 
&« thereto.—* For, ſays he, if the Potſherds of 
<« the Earth clafth together, what is that to #s 2”? 
-—Infatuated Enthuſiaſts! Who made them more: 
righteous or more holy than others ? Who ſepa- 
rated them from the Men of the Earth, or tet 
them apart as the CHostn or Gop, to be Gde- 
fended by Miracles, without the ordinary Means ? 
My Soul riſes at ſuch horrid Dottrine! I canact 
ſwallow it ! Shall they reap the Benefit of SG- 
ciety, not only without contributing to its Dc- 
tence, but even inſulting the Memory of thoſe 
brave Men who fought, and who fell to main- 
tain them in Eaſc, nay in Infolence ? A very Brute 
would ſhew ſome Token of Gratitude, —ſome 
Remembrance of a Kindneſs received |! 

But to corrupt the religious and ſpeculative 
Notions of the People is but little, compared to 
the alienating their Aﬀections from the Govern- 
ment they live under, by infinuating that they 
are in Danger of Vaſſalage, and the very wortt 
of Slavery. Yet even this 1s done by the Af- 
ſembly themſelves in a Meſſage of Auguſt the 
19th. — ** What, ſay they, ſhould hinder the 
* Proprietors another Year to require us to 
* plough their Lands, alledging the Uſage and 
*© Cuſtom in Germany, and putting us in Mind 
© that we are chiefly Germans ? — This 1s not 
« merely Vaſſalage! It is worſe than any Val- 
* falage we have heard of! It is even more {a- 
* viſh than Slavery itſelf |” ?—Is nat this aflo- 
niſhing ? Would you believe the Men in their 

yealſes 
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Senſes who could write in fuch a Strain? Does 
not the Language itſelf prove that we are in full 
Poſleflion of Liberty, even to Licentiouſneſs ? 
Are we not ſecured by wiſe Laws. both againſt 
Vaſſalage and Slavery? And have not the Ger- 
mans an equal Security by theſe Laws? Can there 
be the leaſt Danger ot Vaſlalage or Slavery in any 
Part of the Brit;þ Empire? And is it not nearly 
a-kin to Treaſon itſelf to work upon the Fears 
of thoſe poor Foreigners who have taken Refuge 
among us, and to deſtroy their Confidence in us, 
by telling them they are juſt on the Brink of 
falling back again into that Vaſlſalage and Sla- 
very, from which many of them fled, as from 
the moſt intolerable of all Evils? Can thoſe Men 
ever be forgiven, who, to ſcrve their own dirty 
Purpoſes, can thus corrupt a whole People, and 
inſtil Notions into an ignorant and credulous 
Multitude, which are perhaps never to be re- 
moved, and are ſo much the more dangerous as 
coming from thoſe whom they have choſen as 
the Guardians of their Liberty 2? What would not 
ſuch Men infinuate privately on other Occaſions, 
when we lee they do not ſ{cruple thus publickly 
to coniound, to diſtract, and to divide the Pco- 
ple, art a time when their Country was bleeding 
beneath the Outrages of a ſavage Enemy, and 
when every Hand and Heart ought rather to 
have been ſtrengthened and united in the general 
Cauſe ? Surely nothing need be added to put 
this third Charge of corrupting and alienating the 
Germans, beyond all poſſible Doubt ! 

The fourth Charge is, that in all their Debates 
the Afſzmbly have plainly ſhewn, that they had 
no Intention to act like their Neighbours, and 


_ grant Money for the general Defence of the Co- 
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of their Debates themſelves, which for that Rea- 
ſon, I laid before you in my laſt, down to the 
Month of December 1754 ; the moſt remarkable 
of thoſe that have ſubſiſted ſince that time are 
briefly laid together by the Governor himſelf, in 
a Meſſage of November 22, 1755; which, as It 
is in many Hands, I have procured a Copy of, 
altho* it has not been yer printed, nor anſwered, 
that I hear of. — 

After replying to ſome ObjeE@ions which they 
had made to his Propoſal of taxing the Pro- 


| prietors by a ſeparate Bill, with a ſuſpending 


Clauſe, till his Majeſty's Pleaſure ſhould be 
known, he ſums up the whole as follows ;— 


& GENTLEMEN, 


* In this, as well as in ſome other Meſſages, 
<* you affect to treat me as a Stranger, and tell 
© me that it 1s at leaſt probable you are more 
&* deeply concerned for the Diftreſles of this Coun- 
<* try than I am, becauſe moſt of you are Na- 
<« tives of it, and have your Eſtates in it. I am 
* ſurprized, Gentlemen, that you do not bluſh 
5 to have Recourſe to ſuch weak and fallacious 
* Reaſoning. Although I was not born within 
* the Limits of this Province, I was born in its 
** Neighbourhood. Nay, the chief Part of my 
*« Eſtate lies much nearer to this City, than the 
«« Eſtates of fome of you, who fit in Aſſembly ; 


© and when your Eſtates are in Danger, I can by 


* no means think mine ſafe. And here I would 
** obſerve, that if the Conſideration of being 
*© bred up among you, and polleſſing large Pro- 
perty in the Province, could have tecured 
* your good Treatment of any Governor, my 
* unmediate * Predeceſlor had the faireſt Claim 

| D v5 

* James Hamiltin, Eg; our late Governor, 
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to ſuch Treatment, and would have been ex- 
empred from thoſe manifold Abuſes, which 
it has been his Lot, as well as mine, to re- 
ccive at your Hands, —But 1 conceive, Gen- 


_ tlemen, that our Actions, not the Place of 


our Eſtates or Nativity, are the beſt Teſt of 
our Aﬀection for this Country. You will 
ſuffer me, therefore, bricfly to review your 
Conduct and mine, and to leave them both to 
{peak tor themſelves, 

«© And here, was I inclined to go beyond my 
own Times, I might begin with reminding 
you, how contemptuouſly you treated the Pro- 
prietary-offer of four hundred Pounds, for 
erecting a Place of Strength on the Obzo, to- 
gether with an Offer of one hundred Pounds 
per Annum towards its Support ; which Offers 
were made at a I'ime, when your Concurrence 
would probably have prevented many of the 
Calamities, we now groan under. 

« I might alſo obſerve, that when Mr. Ha- 
milton frſt called upon you, purſuant to his 
Majeſty's Orders, to grant ſuch Supplies as 
would enable him to draw forth the Strength 
of the Province, and to repel Force by Force, 
you would not admit that the French En- 
croachments and Fortifications on the Ohio 
were within our Limits, or his Majeſty's Do- 
minions ; therevy ſeeking an Excuſe to avoid 
doing what was required of you. And when 
after the Loſs of much: Ti ime, you thought 
fit to drop this Diipute, you then entered upon 
a ireſh one, concerning the Legality of royal 
Inſtructions, in order {till to gain more Tune, 
and avoid doing what you judged inconliſtent 
with your Principles. Nevertheleſs, 1t is clear, 


that 2t you had complied with Mr, Hamilton's 
& Re- 
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Requeſt, and given ſeafonably, what Money 
the Exciſe could raiſe in the Term he pro- 
poſed, the French might have been prevented 
trom ſtrengthening themſelves, in their pre- 
ſent unwarrantable Encroachments. 

* On my Acceſſion to the Government you 
begun upon the fame Plan of Diſpute and 
Delay ; ; but as I am informed that there was 


-< fall and ſtrong Repreſentation, both of your 


Conduct and mine, ſo far as related to the 
Diſputes, in the Beginning of my Admini- 
ſtration, laid before his Majeſty in a Report 
of the Lords Commiſſioners of Trade, upon 
your Addreſs concerning Inſtructions, I ſhall 
g0 no farther back than "December laſt. 

© On the ninetecnth of that Month I com- 
municated to you a Letter from Sir Thomas 
Robinſon, notifying his Majeſty's Intentions of 
employing four Regiments, for the Defence 
and Security of theſe Colonies, to be raiſed and 
augmented in America, and requiring a Sum 
of Money towards a general I'und, and to have 


three thouſand Men in readineſs, with a pro- 


per Quantity of Proviſions, &c. the whole 
to be under the Direction of a general Officer 
of Character, who was to be ſent as Com- 
mander in Chief of all his Majeſty's Forces 
in theſe Parts; but you did not think fit to 
raiſe a ſingle Man, or give one Farthing of 
Money, in compliance with this Requeſt. I 
did allo at the ſame Time recommend it to 
you, to prepare a Law for regulating the 
Wages to be paid for ſuch Tradeimen, Fories 
and Carriages, as it might be necetlary to im- 
prels into his Majeſty's Service. To this you 
replied, That you could not preſume the 


malitary Othcers would, or ought to bave, any 
C2 6 Power 
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Power of impreſſing Tradeſmen, within this 
Province,*” —** and that the other Parts of 
my Meflage might remain under Conſidera- 
tion, without any conſiderable Inconvenience. 

« As ſoon as the Jate General arrived, I again 
recommended it to you, to make an imme- 
diate Proviſion for raiſing the Men and fſup- 
plying the Money, and other Neceſſaries ex- 
pected from this Province ; and did through- 
out the whole Summer, from time to time, 
preſs you to grant your Aid and Aſſiſtance, 
to the Expeditions then on Foot. But you 


had one general Anſwer for all, namely, that 


if ſome Bill, which you had always ready 
to offer, for ſtriking a Sum of Money, for 
the King's Uſe, ſhould once be paſſed, it 
would anſwer all the Purpoles required of you ; 
and yet every of thoſe Bills were all the while 
liable to one and the ſame ObjeQion, on the 
Footing of the Royal Inſtructions. And, be- 
ſides this, you never took the leaſt Notice of 
the Demand for a Supply of Men, which, 
from this populous Province, was, at leaſt, as 
material an Article as Money. 
« At laſt, upon the Defeat of his Majeſty's 
Forces, for want of that timely Support and 
Aſſiſtance, which it was in the Power of tis 
Province to have atforded, I laid before you, 
in the ſtrongeſt Terms, the Dangers to which 
this Country ſtood expoſed ; and called upon 
you, to put it into a Poſture of Defence, that 
the People might be ſecured againſt the In- 
vaſions, naturally to be expected, in conle- 
quence of that Defeat. Burt all this was to 
no Purpoſe. However, having been informed 
of the Report of the Lords of Trade againſt 
your Addreſs, and that your Conduct was 
<« generally 
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generally condemned in Ergland, you thought 
fit to drop the old Diſpute concerning Tn« 
ahyrong and to ſtart a new one, about fax- 
ing the Proprietary Eſtate, which you very 
well knew I had no Power by my Commiſſion 
to do. Belides, as the Proprietaries were ab- 
ſent, and this your extraordinary Claim, re- 
lated to a Matter of Property, and was con- 
trary to a Law in Force, you could not ima- 
gine that it would be eaſily given up, or 
ſpeedily determined; and therefore, you could 
propole nothing by it, but, as uſual, to evade 
the Point of railing an armed Force, and grants 
ing the neceſſary Supplies. 
{« Laſtly, when in Conſideration of the Di- 
ſtreſſes of this unhappy Country, I have con» 
ſented even to excecd the Powers of my Com- 
miſſion, in order to lay that Diſpute before 
his Majeſty, by a ſeparate Bill for that par- 
ricular Purpoſe, you ſtart a new Claim, un- 
known to former Aſſembles, of having your 
Bills, giving Money, paſſed withour Amend- 
ments z and upon no better Foundation than 
this imaginary Privilege, you refuſe the ne- 
ceſfary Aſſiſtance to your bleeding Country. 
« And now, Gentlemen, give me Leave to 
expreſs my Satisfaction at your intended Corm- 
plaint againſt me, and to aſſure you, that no- 
thing gives me greater Plcaſure than the Hopes 
of having my Conduct and yours, laid before 
the Crown, where, I hope, they will both un- 
dergo toe ſtricteit Examination ; and, as-1 
expect no Favour from you, ſo I am nor 
afraid of the utmoſt Efforts of your Malice, 
being conſcious to mylclt that I have done 
nothing to the Prejudice of the People com- 
mitted to my Care, nor neglected any thing 
GK :1n 
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 &. jn my Power that could tend to their Security 
«*« and laſting Happineſs. | 

« Upon the whole, it appears to me, that 
* you never intended that any of your Bills 
<« ſhould paſs, for raiſing Money to defend the 
« Province z and this ſeems now to be placed 
*« beyond all Diſpute, ſince thoſe People, under 
* whole Influence you are chiefly known to be, 
« are ſaid to have declared publickly to you, 
<« that they would ſooner ſuffer, than pay towards 
& ſuch Purpoſes #. 

*« However, I ſhall put one Proof more, both 
<« of your Sincerity and mine, in our Profeſſions 
« of Regard for the Public, by offering to agree 
<« to any Bill, in the preſent Exigency, which 
< it is conſiſtent with my Duty to paſs; leſt be- 
<« fore our preſent Diſputes can be brought to 
& an Iflue, we ſhould neither have a Privilege to 
« diſpute about, nor a Country to diſpute in.” — 

So far, in general, it appears they intended to 
evade the Point of giving Money for Defence ; 
becauſe againſt their own Principles, and the 
Principles of thoſe on whom they depend for 
their Seats in Aſſembly, as ſhall be clearly made 
out before I conclude. 

In the mean time, you will perhaps think it 
ſtrange to hear the Aſſembly accuſed, in the a- 
bove Extract, of refuſing to furniſh the late Ge- 
neral with Waggons, Horſes, &c. as you have | 
read in the Engliſh News-papers, that they fur- 
niſhed every thing of this kind chearfully and 
feaſonably. But this is to be marked down as 
one of thoſe political Falſhoods, which, by ſome, 
are thought to be very innocent Things, when 


the Good of a Party is promoted thereby. 
The 


* See below the Petition of the Heads of the Puaker- 
meeting, praying the Aſſembly not to difend the Country. 


L331 
The Matter of FaQ, with regard to the Wag- 
gons is plainly this, When the General arrived 
at Fort Cumberland, he expected to have found 
every thing ready for his March towards Fort d# 
Dueſne. Virginia and Maryland had promiſed to 
furniſh ſome Carriages, but the Truth 1s, they 
were not able, having but few Waggons, and 
very bad Horſes. Pennſylvania was the only 
Province capable of ſupplying a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Carriages, and a Quantity of Proviſions. 
For this Reaſon, the Governor, as he ſays in 
his Meſſage, had before and after the General's 
Arrival, called on our Aſſembly to make a proper 
Proviſion in this Reſpect z which they ought the 
more readily to have done, as the ſeveral nejgh- 
bouring Provinces had, at a great Expence, 
raiſed a proper Number of Troops for the gene- 
ral Service ; while our Aſſembly did not raiſe a 
ſingle Man, and only provided ſome Proviſions, 
with a few Preſents of Horſes, Tc. to gain the 
good Graces of the Officers, who were ſaid to 
be much enraged at their Conduct, as an Afſ- 
lembly,— | 
But every Call of this Kind was ineffeftual. 
The General ſaw the Seaſon far advanced, with 
very little Proſpect of being enabled to proceed 
on his Deſign. He, therefore, exprefſed great 
Difſatisfaftion to Sir Jobn Sinclair, the Deputy- 
qQuarter-maſter-general, on Account of the: Dii- 
appointments he had met with from every Hand. 
Sir Zobn, finding that nothing was to be done 
without Compullion, threatened to march down 
unto the Province, as into an Enemy's Country, 
if we did not immediately ſend a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Waggons and Horſcs, to expedite the 
March of the Army. 
tr 
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Tt happened at that time that Benjamin Frank- 
lin, Eſq; Deputy-poſt-maſter-general of North 
America, was near the Army, having gone back 
to ſettle a Poſt at the Expence of this Province, 
between the back Parts of Virginia, and the City 
of Philadelphia, tor the better Intelligence dur- 
ing the Troubles on chat Quarter. This inge- 
nious and valuable Citizen, foreſeeing the bad 
Conſequences of an Impreſſion of Carriages by a 
military Power in this Province, without the 
Authority of the civil Power thereof, and know- 
ing that the People might eaſily be induced to 
jurniſh every thing of this Nature, if the pro- 
per Steps were taken with them ;—1 ſay, from 
theſe Conſiderations, Mr. Franklin thought it 
his Duty to apply to the General, and beg a 
ſhort Time to try what he could do among his 
Countrymen by way of Perſuaſion. The Gene- 
ral was pleaſed with the Motion, and put a Sum 
of Money into his Hands, with full Powers to 
contract for one hundred and ſixty Waggons, 
and a proper Number of Carriage-horſes. 

Mr, Franklin returned, with all poſſible Diſ- 
patch, to the Borough of Lancaſter, in the Heart 
of the Province, where he luckily met Mr. 
Chief Juſtice Allen, and the two other Judges, 
with a great Concourſe of People, it being at the 
Time of holding a Court of Oyer and Terminer, 
He communicated his Scheme to Mr, Allen, 
who, with his uſual Frankneſs and great Public- 
ſpirit, heartily engaged to aſſiſt him ; and did 
accordingly, with much Addreſs, open the Mat- 
ter to the People from the Bench, ſetting forth 
to them, in the warmeſt Terms, the Duty they 
owed to their Sovereign, who had graciouſly 
- undertaken this expenſive Expedition for their 
im- 
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immediate Safety ; at the ſame time repreſenting 
the Diſtreſs and Diſgrace that would fall upon the 
Province in caſe of a Refuſal to do what was fo 
much in our Power. He then direQed the Con- 
ſtabl:s of the ſeveral Townſhips to return home, 


and call the People together, in order, as ſoon as 


offible, to ſend in an Account of the Number 
of Horſes and Waggons they could reſpeCtively 
furniſh. This Example was followed by the Ju- 
ſtices in the County of York, their Court then 
fitting. - | 
At the ſame time Mr. Franklin publiſhed, in 
Dutch and Engliſh, a very well-adapted Adver- 
tiſement, telling the People how great a Sum of 
good Engliſh Gold they might earn, during the 
Campaign, by a Compliance ; not forgetting to 
put them in Mind, that if Sir 7ohn St. Clair, 
the Huſſar, ſhould come down among them, they 
might once more ſee the Dragoonings of Germany 
acted over again, and be forced into a Compli- 
ance, without having any Opportunity of mani- 
teſting their free Regard for the Good of their 
Country, and the Honour of their Sovereign. 

Such an Application to the People by two 

Gentlemen of the beſt Charafters in the Province, 
enforced alſo by the Recommendation of the ſe- 
veral County Magiſtrates, immediately procured 
_ the Number of Carriages that were wanted ; and 
tour times as many more might have been pro- 
cured, if neceſſary. | | 
Our Aſſembly had ſo little to do in all this, 


that they were not fitting at the time. Mr. 


Franklin was not commiſſioned by them, but by 
the General, The Waggoners were not to be 
paid by the Province, but by the King ; and a 
very great Sum is ſtill due to the poor People on 
- this Account, who in = unhappy Action loſt 
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their Horſes and Carriages, which were all that 
many of them had to depend upon for the Sub- 
ſiſtence of their Families, Mr. Franklin, who 
has taken the greateſt Pains in this whole Afﬀeair, 
without the leaſt Recompence, but the Satisfac- 
tion of ſerving his Country, has, however, 00- 
tained an Order from General Shirley to pay theſe 
poor People their ſeveral Accounts, as ſoon as 
they can be audited and adjuſted by proper 
Perſons. — 

This is a true State of the Caſe ; and our Af- 
ſembly inſtead of arrogating Praiſe to themſelves, 
borate the Province furniſhed the neceſſary Car- 
Tiages, ought rather to bear the higheſt Blame. 
For as the Province was ſo able to provide every 
thing of this kind, they were the more inex- 
cuſable in not making ſuch a Proviſion. And it 
15 clear, that if at the Governor's early Requeſt, 
they had made a Law to regulate the Price of 
Carriages, &c. if it ſhould be neceſſary to im- 

reſs them, a ſingle Juſtice of the Peace might, 
on the firſt Notice, have ſent the General what 
Carriages he defired ; by which Means he might 
have begun his March before the Woods were 
covered with Leaves, and got to Fort du Queſne 
long before the Reinforcement of the Enemy ; 


_ which might in all Probability have given a vey 


different Turn to our Afﬀeairs; and therefore 
leave you to judge, whether a great Part of our 
bad Succeſs may not juſtly be aſcribed to the un- 
neceſſary Delays, ariſing from the Want of Cat- 

TIapes, | 
The next thing for which our Afſembly are 
highly blameable, was their Treatment of a free 
Offer of Lands, on the Weſt of the Allegheny 
Mountains, made by the Proprietaries, for the 
more effectual Removal of the French from 4 
nx 
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Encroachments on the River O#1 0. The Go- 
vernor was particularly empowered to make this 
Offer, at ſuch a time as he ſhould judge it moſt 
for the public Service. Now, while the Expedi- 
tion was carrying on by the Crown, under General 
Braddock, he could not think ſuch an Offer either 
ſeaſonable or neceſſary, for ſeveral Reaſons. 

Firſt, It was hoped that the Buſineſs. would be 
accompliſhed by his Majeſty's Troops. 

Secondly, It the Aſſembly refuſed to co-operate 
with the Crown, and raiſe the Men demanded of 
them, as being contrary to their Principles, the 
Governor was certain that they never would con- 
cur with the Proprietors in any Scheme of a 
like Nature. But, as ſoon as he heard of the 
General's Defeat, and knowing that nothing more 
could be attempted on the Part of the Crown 
during that Campaign, as Colonel Dunbar was 
marching with the Remainder of the Army to- 
wards the City of Philadelphia, the Governor then 
thought that the proper Seaſon for making the 
Offer of Lands, and ſetting a new Expedition on 
foot (on the Part of this Province) was come 3 
and he hoped that the Diſtreſs and great Danger 
to which the Country was now expoſed, would 
diſpoſe the Afſembly readily to concur in fuch a 
promiſing Meaſure. He did, therefore, accor- 
dingly ſend the following Meſſage to them, dated 


Fuly the 29th, 1755. 


GENTLEMEN, 


* On the preſent Emergency, I think it pro- 
*< per, on the Part of the Proprietaries, to pro- 
<* pole, as an additional Encouragment to ſuch 
+ Perſons as ſhall now engage and go upon an 
« Expedition from this, or the neighbouring 


* Provinces, to remave the French trom their 
E 2 gs © 
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« Encroachment on the River Ohio, to grant 
© the following Quantities of Land Weſt of the 
« Allegheny Mountains, without any Purchaſe- 
* money, and with an Exemption from the Pay- 
& 'ment of Quit-rent for the Space of fifteen Years 
« from the firſt Day of March next, viz. 
ns, Ee Acres. 
 & To every Colonel — __ 1000 
« To every Lieutenant-colonel and ! | 
_« Major me Wenn 

«© To cvery Captain —  — 500 
& To every Lieutenant and Enſign 400 
« To every common Soldier — 200 


/ 50 


| « The ſaid Lands to be patented to the re- 
« ſpective Officers and Soldiers, their Heirs or 
« Aſſigns, without any Fees or Charges but thoſe 
* of ſurveying; on Condition of Settlement 
« within the Space of three Years after the Re- 
© moval of the French. And I do recommend 
<« it to you, to afford fome Aſſiftance to ſuch 
< as ſhall incline to accept of the above Terms, 
* and make Settlements accordingly.” 
In Anſwer to this, the Aﬀembly immediately 
50 gs a moſt fcurtilous Meflage, telling the 
eople, — ©* that the Offer was a meer Illuſion 
* and Impoſture ; — that the Governor had no 
« Authority to make any ſuch Offer ; — that if 
* they accepted of it, the Proprietors, when the 
*© Patents were to iſſue, might demand a Quit- 
« rent greater than the Worth of the Lands ;— 
*© that "the Virginia vacant Lands were equally 


 _ & good, more convenient, and to be had on 


. © 6” Hekter- Terms; -— 
Thus did they treat an Offer which would have 
been productive of the beſt Conſequences ; and 
thus alſo, by the moſt falſe and groundleſs Inſi- 
nuations, 
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nuations, were the Men diſcouraged, who wouls, 
in all Probability, very readily have accepted of 
ſuch an Offer. 1 ſaid falſe and groundlets Infi- 
nuations ; for it could not be thought, that the 
Governor would make the Offer without ſufficient 
Power ſo to do. And with regard to the Quit- 
rent, they were told that it would be no more 
than the ordinary Quit-rent, which was well 
| known to be Four-ſhillings and T'wo-pence Ster- 
| ling, for one hundred Acres ; and laſtly, it was 
expreſ]y ſaid, that the Patents were to be granted 
without any Fee or Expence to the Adventurers. 
Moreover, the vacant Lands in Yirginia were, 
by no means, comparable to the exceeding fruit- 
ful Lands of Pennſylvania, on the other Side of the 
Allegheny Mountains, upon and near the River 
Onro: But even ſuppoſing the Lands were 
equally good, certainly the intrinFc Goodneſs of 
Lands is not the only Conſideration that deter- 
mines their Price, "This depends upon the En- 
cumbrances under which Lands are purchaſed, 
together with ſeveral other Circumſtances ; anc, 
therefore, if our Aſſembly had been hearty in 
the Intereſt of the Province they repreſent, they 
would have given a fair State of the Cafe, and 
upon comparing our Lands to thoſe of Yirgin:s, 
would have acknowledged that the latter are not 
only, upon the whole, worſe in Quality, but en- 
cumbered with the Support of av atav/1fped Clergy, 
as well as a certain heavy Impoſt upon the 1ro- 
duce of every Eſtate in the Colony ;—all which 
we are entirely exempted from. And indeed 
the People are ſo ſenſible of this Advantage, that 
they always prefer a Settlement in Pennſylvania, 
to a Settlement in any of the Provinces around 
us. And whenever any of the People migrate 
from this to any other Proviace, it is entirely w 

caule 
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cauſe all our good Lands on this Side the #- 
legheny Mountins are moſtly taken up ; and the 
Afembly have conſtantly oppoſed every former 


Meaſure, as well as the preſent, for extending 
our Settlements on the other Side of the ſaid 


| Mountains, becauſe this cannot be done without - 


-an armed Force, at leaſt for ſome time; which, 
as has been frequently obſerved, being by no 
means conformable to their particular Plan of 
Policy, has been the Source of all our Mis- 
fortunes. — | | 
But to return to the Diſputes about raiſing 
of Money, which have ſubſiſted for near two 
Years. The Governor, on the 28th of Fuly, 
ſent another Meſlage to the Aſſembly, beleeching 
them to conſider, — *© that the Retreat of the 
* Army, under Colonel Dunbar, would leave the 
« Back-ſettlements entirely expoſed to the In- 
& curſions of the French and Indians; who being 
« fluſhed with their late Victory, and encouraged 
& by our defenceleſs State, would penetrate deep 
& into the Province, murdering the Inhabitants, 
« or driving them from their Habitations (as has 
« alas! been too fatally felt.) Wherefore he 
« earneſtly recommended to them to fall upon 
& ſpeedy Meaſures for the ProteCtion of the 
« People, and the Security of the Province.” 
As there never was a more urgent Occaſion 
than this, it was hoped that the Aſſembly would 
be touched with the bleeding State of their Coun- 
try, and grant it immediate Relief, in a manner 
that could admit of no Diſpute. But how great- 
ly were we diſappointed to find a new Diſpute 
introduced about taxing the Proprietary Eſtate, 
intimating in a Meſflage thereupon to the Gover- 
nor, that it would be in vain to propoſe any 
otner Matters to their Conſideration, till that 
Was 
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was previouſly ſettled. And yet the Country 
was all the while in the utmoſt Diſtreſs ; and they 
well knew that as the Diſpute related to a Maier 
of Property, it could neither, in Law nor Rea- 
ſon, be ſettled by any Perſon but the real Owners 
of the Property itſelf, who were at three thouſand 
Miles Diſtance, very little imagining that ſuch 
an unſeaſonable Time would be choſen to intro- 
duce a new Claim againſt their Eſtate, which was 
not only contrary to the Uſage of all former Aſ- 
ſemblies, but even to a poſitive Law of the Pro- 
vince itſelf. 

The Governor, therefore, refuſed his Afﬀent 
to the Bill they ſent him on this Emergency, for 
raiſing fifty thouſand Pounds by a Tax on all 
Eſtates real and perſonal within the Province z 
and in the Courſe of the Debates thereupon, it 
appears that he grounded his Refuſal chiefly on 
the following Reaſons : 

iſt. By the Nature of his Commiſſion, he was 
only empowered to repreſent the Proprietanies as 
Governor of the Province, but not as Landlord 
of their Eſtate; and therefore he judged that 
any Act of his to encumber or alienate any Part 
of that Eſtate, without the expreſs Conſent of the 
real Owners, would be void in itſelf. 

2dly, Admitting that he had ſuch Power over 
the proprietary Eſtate, he would have refuſed 
his Aﬀent to the Bill; becauſe all Governors, 
whether hereditary or otherwiſe, having Reve- 
nues granted them to ſupport the Dignity of 
Government, and enable them to do the Duties 
of their Station, ought to be exempted from 
Taxes in the common Method. For, 

3dly, It a chief Governor were taxed in the 
ordinary Method, by Afeſſors choſen wholly by 
the People, his private Property, which is Part 


of 
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| 
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of his necelary Support, would not only be ren+ 
dered precarious, but he would be deprived of 
the molt eſſential Right enjoyed by every other 
Freeman ; and wouid be taxed by Perſons in 
whoſe Choice he 1s allowed no Voice, as being a 


diſtin&t Branch in Legiſlation, and therefore ſup- 
poſed to repreſent himſclt in every AE of Go- 
vernment. | 

4thly, The Proprietaries of this Province in 
particular, did conſent to a Law for veſting the 
| People wi.h the /o/e Choice of Aſſeflors, with an 

expreſs Proviſo that the Proprietary-eftate ſhould 
be exempted from all Taxes to be laid by ſuch 
Aſſeſſors, in the Choice of whom they reſerved 
no Voice. It would, therefore, be highly un- 
reaſonable for the People to claim the Privilege 
ſecured to them by this Law, and at the ſame 
time to violate the Conditions by which the Pro- 
prietaries thought themielves /ecure in conſenting 
to ſuch a Law. | 
5thly, The Afﬀembly's Argument, that the 
Oath or Affirmation of the Aſeeſlors, is ſufficient 
Security for the Proprietors, is entirely foreign 
to the Purpole ; becauſe, by the ſame Reaſon- | 
ing, every other Freeman might think himſelf | 
equally ſecure in ſuch Oath or Affirmation, with- 
cut claiming the valuable Privilege of being taxed 
only by his own Repreſentative. _ 

Othly, Such a Method is not only repugnant 
to Kraſen, but to the Spirit of the Engliſh Law, 
which, notwithſtanding the Solemnity of an 
Oath, excepis both againſt the Judgment and 
Evidence of intereſted Perſons, as capable of be- 
ing byalled. But every Perſon, who can be an 
Aſlcſlor in this Province, 1s zxtereſted, in ſome 
Shape Or another, to eaſe his own Eſtate, by 
throwing as much as poſlible of the public Bur- 
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den upon the Eſtate of the Proprietors, who 
have- not that Security for a juit Aſſeſſment, 
which every other Freeman has, in being capable 
to become Aſſeſſors in their Turn, as well as to 
oppoſe the future Choice of any partial or unjuſt 
Aſſeflors. And there can be no good Reaſon 
why the Proprietors, or chief Governors of this 
Province, ſhould be the only Perſons in it, who 
are deprived of the /egal Security and moſt effen- 
tial Rights of FREEMEN. 

7chly, The Afembly's Argument, that the 
Lords in Parliament think their Eſtates ſufficiently 
ſecure, altho? they are a diftin&t Branch 'of the 
Legiſlature, and taxed by Aſſeſſors choſen by the 
People, is mere Illuſion, and contrary to Fact, 
For it is well known, that it has always been 
« one of the diftinguiſhing Privileges of the 
« Peers of Great-Britain, that they can never 
«© be aſſeſſed towards the tanding Militia of the 
« Nation, but by ſix or more of themſelves.” 
And this is the very Point in Diſpute. Beſides, 
both Lords and Commons in England have their 
| peculiar Rights and Privileges, fixed by the 
Conſtitution, ripened by Time, and approved 
by the Wiſdom of Ages ; and, as the Lords and 
Commons do not compoſe the whole of the Br:- 
tiſh Legiſlature, they cannot ſtand in the ſame 
Relation, one to another, as a chief Governor 
and Afﬀembly of this Province do, who make 
up our whole Legiſlature. It 1s, therefore, poor 
Reaſoning to plead for a Similarity of Uſage, 
where there is not a S:zmilarity of the Circum- 
ſtances upon which the Uſage is founded. — 

Tho” thefe were ſufficient Reaſons for reect- 
ing the Law in Queſtion; yet I am far from 
denying the Equity of the Proprietaries bearing 
a Part in the general Burden for the Defence? of 
the 
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the Province. The Proprietaries have never 
been backward in this Reſpect, and are yearly at 
a very conliderable Expence in Afﬀairs of Go- 
vernment. But that the Aſſembly ſhould dictate 
to them both the Puantum and Mode of this their 
 Expence, appears not only unreaſonable, but de- 
ſtructive of the very Nature of mixt Govern- 
ment. For as all Power muſt have a Foundation 
in Property, it is plain that whenever our Afſem- 
bly ſhall get the Proprietary Eſtate ſubjected to 
their Mercy, they will be able to compleat their 
democratical Schemes of Power, by having their 


chief Governor for ever afterwards dependent 


upon them, as moſt of the ſubordinate Officers 
in the Province already are. _ 

Thus ſtood the Diſpute at the firſt of OZober, 
the Time fixed by Charter for the annual Elec- 
tion of Members of Aﬀembly, when the very 
lame Men were returned into the new Aſſembly, 
by the uſual Artifices * ; excepting one or two 
Members, who having always been for Defence, 
and finding that they could do no Good by keep- 
ing their Seats, declined ſcrving any longer. Of 
courſe this new Aſſembly rook up the Diſpute 
juſt where they had lefr it. Nothing now re- 
wained but the diſtrefling Proſpect of continuing 
co jie at the Mercy of cruel Savages, with our 
Hands tid up, at leaſt, for one. Year longer, 
by the abiurd Principles of our own Legitlature, 
Wio ought to have proteded us. 

The principal Inhabitants of Philadelphia, to- 
gether with tuch of the Inhabitants of the ſeveral 
Counties, as had a juſt Senſe of the Dangers to 
which we lay expoſed, being now alarmed to 
the laſt Degree, law no Expedient left but hum- 

| bly 


* See the Brief State for an Account of the Methods by 
which the Luokers ſecure their Rictiions, 
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bly to lay their diſtreſſed Condition once more 7 
at his Majeſty's Feet, and implore his gracious 
Compaſſion and Protection. | 
I wiſh I could favour you with a Copy of their 
Petition, as it 1s faid to contain a very ſtriking 


| Repreſentation of the Diſtreſſes and Dangers of 


the Province. But the Subſcribers of it do not 
think themſelves at Liberty to make it public 
till his Majeſty's gracious Pleaſure ſhall be ſigni- 
fied thereupon. In general, it ſets forth the 
great Conſternation of the Inhabitants on ac- 
count of the naked and defenceleſs State of the 
Province, at a Seaſon of ſo imminent Danger, 
when they expected every Day to be attacked by 
 Blood-thirſty Savages, a mere Handful of whom 
might, without the leaſt Reſiſtance, carry Fire 
and Sword into the very Heart of the Country. 
Tt farther ſets forth their hearty Concern at ſee- 
ing the Hands of many Thouſands of brave 
Men tied up in this Province, by an annatural 
Scheme of Policy, at a Time when all our Neigh- 


bours were purchaſing immortal Renown in the 


Field of Honour. 
| Ir intimates that our pacific Meaſures and de- 
fenceleſs State, had alienated our 1ndian Friends 
from us, and encouraged the ambitious Mea- 
lures of our French Enemies ; and laſtly, that it 
1s not probable this Province can ever be brought 
to purſue different Meaſures, while the Puakers, 
Whoſe avowed Principles are againſt bearing 
Arms, find Means to keep their Seats in Aſſem- 
bly, by a groſs Abuſe of the Foreigners ſettled 
among us. And therefore, the Petitioners ſee 
no poſſible Method of ſaving the Province but 


by his Majeſty's Royal Interpoſition, to put it 


2 into 


F A like Petition was preſented during the laſt War, juſt 
before the Commencement of the Peace of 4ix ia Chapelle, 
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into a Poſture of Defence, and provide for its 
future * Security in ſuch a Manner as ſhall be 
deemed molt for the public Good. 

This Petition was immediately ſigned in the 
City, and in ſome of the Counties near it, by a 
very conſiderable Number of the principal Inha- 
bitants, and diſpatched in a Ship that lay ready 
to ſail for London, Had the Time permitted, a 
very great Number would have ſigned it in the 
back Counties alſo, who were more immediately 
_ Interefted in it ; but alas! before the Copies could 
reach them, all the Fears of Danger, which it 
expreſſed, were too fatally realized. | 

For, about the Middle of O#Zdober, a large 
Body of Indians, chiefly Shawoneſe, Delawares, 
&c. Þ (their Numbers uncertain) fell upon this 


Province 

+ This as I have more than once obſerved is = to be 
done by an Oath or Qualification, excluding all thoſe from 
any Share of Government whoſe Principles render them unfit 
for that which is the great End of Government—the De- 
fence and ProteRion of the Gowerned. 

+ Theſe Nations were formerly our Friends : But as they 
are under the Subjeion of the fix confederate Nations, the 
French have put the Hatchet into their Hand againſt us, with 
a Promiſe cf making them Men again (i. e. an independent 
People) and reſtoring them to their former Pofſeſtions, which 
they have ſold to the Engli/Þ. But the chief Cauſe of their 
Defeftion from the Intereſts of this Province is our pacific 
Schemes of Policy in Times of the greateſt Danger, and our 
___ Refuſal to give them that Prote&tion and Afﬀiſtance 
which they have ſo often requeſted from us. For, by the 
JInhumarity and Perfidy of our French Enemies, $ScaLpING 
is become the Trade of Indians, and as they find it a profita- 
ble Trade, the Time of War is the Indian Harveſt. Where- 
fore, as they can neither be idle nor neuter, they will work 
for thoſe who pay them beſt, and ſeem to have moſt Coy- 
rage to prote& them; regardleſs of Leagues, or the higheſt - 
Obligations. And, indeed, while we refuſe to fight with 
them, we cannot think that they will fight alone for as, 
ogumns the whole Power of the French, and their numerous 

ribes of Indians, On the contrary, they muſt look upon 
us as a pulillanimous People, and make the beſt Terms they 
Ea; With our more attive and enterprizing Enemies. 
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Province from ſeveral Quarters almoſt at the ſame 
Inſtant, murdering, burning, and laying waſte ; 
ſo that in the five Counties of Cumberland, York, 
Lancaſter, Berks, and Northampton, which com- 
poſe more than halt the Province, nothing bur 
Scenes of Diſtrattion and Deſolation were to be 
ſeen. 

The Damage which theſe Counties have al- 
ready ſuſtained, by the Deſertion of Plantations 
is not to be reckoned up! Nor are the Miſeries 
of the poor Inhabitants to be deſcribed ; many 
of whom were, without a Moment's Warning, 
driven from thoſe Habitations where they en- 
joyed every Neceſſary of Life, and are now ex- 
poſed to all the Severity of an approaching Win- 
ter; and obliged to ſolicit their very BREAD at 
the cold Hand of Charity. Nor, laſtly, are 
the horrid Barbarities, committed upon thoſe 
who fell into the Enemies Hands to be parellelled 
in all the Volumes of Story. 

At Gnadenhbutten, a ſmall Moravian Settle- 
ment in Northampton County, the poor unhappy 
Sufferers were fit:ing round their peaceful Sup- 
per, when the inhuman Murderers, muffled in 
the Shades of Night, dark and horrid as the in- 
fernal Purpoſe of their Souls, ſtole upon them, 
butchered them, ſcalped them, and conſumed 
their Bodies, together with their Horſes, their 
Stock, and upwards of ſixty Head of fat Cattle 
(mtended for the Subſiſtence of the Brethren at 
Bethlebem) all in one general Flame ; fo that next 
Morning furniſhed only a melancholy SpeQacle 
of their mingled Aſhes. 

At the Great Cove in Cumberland, at Tulpe- 
hockin in Berks, and in ſeveral other Places, the 
Barbarities were till greater if poſſible. Men, 
Women, Children, and Brute-beaſts ſhared one 

common 
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# 


common Deſtruction z and where they were not 
burnt to Aſhes, their mangled Limbs were 
found promiſcuouſly ſtrewed upon the Ground, 
thoſe appertaining to the human Form ſcarce to 
be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of the Brute | Nay 
Stakes were found driven into the private Parts 
of the Women, and the Mens private Parts cut 
off, and put into their Mouths; fo that the 
Savages ſeem to riot and triumph in the moſt 
deliberate Acts of infernal Cruelty, and to grow 


more ſavage at the Thought.— | q 
But of all the Inſtances of this, which I have |} 
heard, I cannot help being moſt affefted with | 
the fojlowing.-One Family, conſiſting of the | 
Huſband, his Wife, and a Child only a few | 
Hours oid, were all found murdered and fcalped | 
in this manner ;—the Mother ſtretched on the 
Bed with her new born Child horribly mangled, i 
and put under her Head for a Pillow, while the i 
Hutband lay on the Ground hard by with his ME 
Body ript up, and his Bowels laid open. 3 
In another Place, a Woman with her fucking Ml 
Child finding that ſhe had fallen into the Hands 
of the Enemy, fell flat on her Face, prompted Ml 
by the ſtrong Call of Nature to cover and ſhelter 
her innocent Child with her own Body. The WM 
accurſcd Savage ruſhed from his lurking Place, 
ſtruck her in the Head with a Tomahawk, tore i 
off her Scalp, and ſcoured back into the Woods, Wl 
without obſcrving the Child, being apprehenſive 
that he was diſcovered, The Child was found WR 
ſome Time afterwards under the Body of its il 
Mother, and 1s yct alive. Te E 
Lait of all, to fill up the Meaſure of our Sor- Rx 
row, many of our young Women are carried i 
into Captivity, being relerved, perhaps, for a 
worſe Fate than thole who ſuffered Death in all 
3 ks 
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its horrid Shapes; and no Wonder, ſince they 
are reſerved by Savages, whoſe tender Mercies 
may be accounted more cruel than their very 
Cruelty itſelf. 

On the firſt Notice of theſe Misfortunes, our 
ever faithful Friend Scarrooyady Þ (alias Monoka- 
toathy) came haſtening to Ph:ladeſphia, together. 
with Colonel Yeiſer * the Provincial Interpreter, 
and two other Indian Chiefs, A Mixture of 
Grief, Indignation, and Concern fate upon their 
| Countenances, Scarrooyady immediately de- 
manded an Audience, which was granted him 
in the Preſence of the Governor and the whole 
Houſe of Aſſembly ; when he ſpoke to the fol- 
lowing Effect.— 

© BRE- 


+ He 1s one of the ſix Nations that has long lived among 
our friendly /zdians about Shamokin, and other Places on 
Saſquehannah. He with one or two more, ſtood by General 
Bradazck to the laſt, altho* a few Days before the Battle on 
. the Mohongehela he loſt his Son, a bold Warrior, ſhot by an 
unlucky Miſtake of one of our own Soldiers. Scarrooyady 
greatly lamented him, and ſaid, that if he had fallen in ho- 
nourable Battle, he ſhould have thought him happy ; but to 
be killed by his Friends, whom he was faithfully ſerving, 
was a mortifying Confideration. Nevertheleſs the old Man 
fought heroically for us at the Battle, and *tis faid after he 
had fired away all his Ammunition, and ſaw the Day going 
againſt us, being quite overcome with Fatigue, he fat 
down under a Tree, ſmoaked his Pipe, ruminating upon the 
1mpending Event, with more than Roman Firmneſs and Com- 
Polure of Soul. | 

* Mr. Weiſer has greatly diſtinguiſhed himſelf durmg our 
Troubles by his ſuperior Sagacity and Reſolution. On the 
friſt Alarm he put himſelf at the Head of his Neighbours, . 
Exhorted them to make a bold Stand, and told them that he 
knew the Nature of I-dians well, and al that was terrible 
adout them ; that he had often tried the Strength of his own 
right Arm together with theirs, during a long Intercourſe 
with their various Nations ; and that he could engage his 
Honour and Credit that they would be found to have neither 
more Bravery nor more Strength than thoſe of his Country- 
inen, that then heard him. On the contrary he obryen, 
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«© BRETHREN, 


© We are once more come among you, 
« and ſincerely condole with you on account of 
< the late Bloodſhed, and the awful Cloud that 
* hangs over you, and over us. Brethren, you 
*© may be undoubtedly aſſured, that theſe horrid 
& Actions were committed by none of thoſe 
«© Nations that have any Fellowſhip with us; 
« but by certain falſe-hearted and treacherous 
«© Brethren. It grieves us more than all our 
** other Misfortunes, that any of our good 
*« Friends the Expliſh ſhould futpect us of hav- 
<« ing falſe Hearts. | 


© BRETHREN), 


&« If you were not an infatuated People, we 
<* are yet about * three hundred Warriors firm 
© to your Intereſt; and if you are fo unjuſt ts 
* us, as to retain any Doubts of our Sincerity, | 
& we offer to put our Wives, our Children, and 
<< all we have, into your Hands, to deal with 
*« chem as feemeth good to you, if we are found 

&« jn 


that they durſt not meet the Face of a Man in the open Field ; 
but that their 2whole Art lay in ScuLKING, and their avbo/e 
Brawery in MuxzDpEs. He therefore, deſired every one, 
whole Heart failed him, to return home, that he might know 
what he had to truſt to in the Hour of Trial. This had a pro- 
per Effet, in firing thoſe to whom he ſpoke ; but they were 
ſoon informed that the Enemy had leſt the Place where they WW 
were believed to be; and how an undiſciplined Mob would 


have behaved, who were all aCting voluntarily, without any | 3 


Law of the Country, I cannot tell. In ſuch Caſes it is hardly | 3 
polhible to keep up Order. : 


* It may be much doubted whether we have near that 
Number of Indians inclined to a& with us. Yet we have 
many who are inclined, but arc afraid to declare themſelves, 
for fear of the Enemy. They can only give us private 
Hints of Danger, which they frequently do. 
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in the leaſt to ſwerve from you *®. But, Bre- 
thren, you mult ſupport and aſſiſt us, for we 
are not able to fight alone againſt the power- 
ful Nations who are coming againſt you ; and 
you muſt this Moment reſolve and give us 
an explicit Anſwer what you will do: For 
theſe Nations have ſent to deſire us, as old 
Friends, either to join them, or to get out of 
their Way, and ſhift for ourſelves. Alas! 


Brethren, we are ſorry to leave you! we re- 


member the many Tokens of your Friendſhip 
to us ;—But what ſhall we do? We cannot 
ſtand alone, and you will not ſtand with us.— 


« BRETHREN, 


« The Time is precious. While we are here 
conſulting with you, we know not what may 
be the Fate of our Brethren at home. We 
do, therefore, once more invite and requeſt 
you to aCt like Men, and be no longer as 
Women, purſuing weak Meaſures, that ren- 
der your Names defpicable. If you will put 
the Hatchet into our Hands, and fend out a 
Number of your young Men in Conjunction 
with our Warriors, and provide the neceſſary 
Arms, Ammunition and Proviſions, and like- 
wiſe build ſome ftrong Houſes for the Pro- 
tection of our old Men, Women, and Chil- 
dren, while we are abſent in War, we ſhall! 
ſoon” wipe the Tears from your Eyes, and 
make theſe falfe-hearted Brethren repent their 
Treachery and Baſeneſs towards you and to- 


wards us. 


« Pijr 


* One of the Chiefs of theſe {rdians near a Year ago 


placed two of his Sons at the Academy of Philade/phin, 
where now they begin to read and to ſpeak Eng/i/h. 


G 
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© But we muſt at the ſame Time ſolemnly 
&* aſſure you, that if you delay any longer to act 
« heartily in Conjunction with us, or think to 
« put us off, as uſual, with uncertain Hopes, 
* you will ſee our Faces under this Roof no 
© more. We muſt ſhift for our own Safety, 
& and leave you to the Mercy of your Enemies 
&* as an infatuated People, upon whom we can 
«© have no longer Dependance.” 

The Tears ſtood in the old Man*s Eyes while 
he delivered this laſt Part, and no Wonder, ſince 
the very Being of his Nation depended upon 
their joining the Enemy, or our enabling them 
immediately to make head againſt them. This 
Speech was made on the Afternoon of a Satur- 
day, and the Aſſembly, far from entering into 
the Conſideration of the Aﬀair, adjourned im- 
mediately, and did not meet to do any Buſineſs 
till the Twe/day following, which highly diſguſted 


the Indians to think we had ſo little Feeling oi 


their urgent Diſtreſs. Several Days paſled and 
they had no Anſwer, altho' they every Day ex- 
preſſed the moſt earneſt Deſire to be gone. The 
Governor, therefore, ſent a Meſſage to the Al- 
ſembly, intimating, ** That if they neglefted this 
moſt important Application, and obſlinately per- 
fiited 1n' their pacific Meaſures, thereby forcing 
theſe Indians, not only to Jeave us, but to act 
againſt vs, all the dreadful Conſequences of it 
muſt be left at their Door; for he was willing 
and defirous to do every Thing in his Power for 
the Protection and Aſſiſtance, as well of theſe 
our Inaian Allies, as of the Inhabitants of the 

Province in general,” * 
In Anſwer to this the Aſſembly evaded the 
Subject, by the ſtale Pretence that their Money- 
Bill, 
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Bill, if paſſed, would do all : But it was not 
Money theſe Indrans wanted ; it was the Afſift- 
ance of our Arms; for, on ſuch Emergencies, they 
contemn our Preſents, and, in their own empha- 
tical I.anguage, call them by che Name of Traſh, 
which one may drink and piſs out again. And 
further, without a Militia Law, the Indians will 
never be willing to riſk their Lives for us, ſince 
they never can rely on any Aſſiſtance which our 
Volunteers may give them, in a Cauſe, which is 
not deemed worthy of the Sanction and Care of 
our own Legiſlature, 

But to divert the public Attention ſtill further 
from this Point, the Aſſembly propoſed to the 
Governor to ſet an Enquiry on foot, whether 
any Injuſtice had ever been offered to the Sha- 
<woneſe and other Indians, who were then ſcalpe 
ing the Inhabitants, ** principally in the late Pro- 
« prietary Purchaſe,” as they termed it. By this 
extraordinary Propoſal, the Aſſembly hoped to 
throw the Odium of the Indian Defefion upon 
the Proprietors, aad not upon their own contl- 
nued Refuſal to put the Hatchet into the Hands 
of the ſaid 7ndians at their repeated Solicita- 
tions, * | 

Nothing could be more ridiculous and unſea- 
| ſonable than ſuch a Quibble at this Time.—In 
the firſt Place the Indians were obliged to /calp 
the Inhabitants in rhe late Purchaſe, before they 
could get at any former Purchaſe +, And the 

G 2 Afſem- 


* Scarrozyady and Andrew Montour at this very Time de- 
clared publickly, that the Defe&ion of the Shawone/e and 
Delawares was wholly owing to the above Cauſes, and to 
the Increaſe of Credit and Reputation gained by the French 
on the Defeat of General Bradgoc+, together with their Pro- 
miſes and intimidating Threats towards the ſaid Indians. Sec 
Penn/jlvania Gazette, N® 1407. 

+ They have ſince too fatally convinced us that they make 
no Diſtintion of Purchaſes. 
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Aﬀembly have ſince been brought to acknow- 
ledge, upon an Infpe&tion of the Indian Treaties 
and Council Books—*< 'That they beheve great 
«© Care has generally been taken to do the [n- 
* dians Juſtice by the Proprietaries 1n all their 
« Purchaſes and other public TranſaCtions ;— 
* and that the Proprietaries have done wiely, 
* not only to purchaſe their Lands, but to pur- 
& chaſe them more than once, for peace-ſake ; 
«* and that it appears that the Shaworeſe could 
& have but a flender Foundation for any Claim 
*« of Satisfaftion for Lands in this Province,”*— 
where in Truth it has been made appear they 
never had any Lands or Claim at all. — | 
But let us ſuppoſe they had a juſt Right to 
Lands among us, certainly Protection is due in 
the firſt place to the People who have, bona fide, 
purchaſed and fettled theſe Lands; and when 
once their Lives are ſecured, and the Invaders 
forced to liſten to Reaſon, then will be the pro- 
per Time to propoſe ſuch an Enquiry and Satis- 
rachion;. | 
The Back Inhabitants living upon and near 
theſe Lands, loſt all Patience at the Aﬀembly's 
Conduct 1n this Aﬀair *, They looked upon it 
as an egregious and ſolemn Trifling with their 
Lives and Properties. They petitioned ; they 
remonſtrated z nay, they threatened that they i 
would march down and tear the whole Members i 
of the legiſlative Body Limb from Limb, if they 
uid not grant them immediate Protection. They 
complained of the flagrant Injuſtice done them 
12 not allowing the Back Counties their due Pro- 
portion 
* What moſt of all exaſperated the People was, that the A 
Puakers had, during the Incurfions upon our Neighbours, i 
always given out that the /-dians would never meddle with 


P.nnfibuanin, and thus continually lulled us in SECurity, and 
Evaced the oubje of Defence.— 
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portion of Repreſentatives, which made their 


Intereſts to be ſo little conſidered, and their Di-_ 


ſtreſſes ſo little felt, by the Legi/ature, at this 
Time of Calamity. 

And, indeed, there is not perhaps a more fla- 
orant Piece of Iniquity {ubliſting among any free 
People, than the Manner in which this Province 
is repreſented in Aﬀembly. We have eight 
Counties, and out of 7hiriy-/ix Members, the 
three old Counties, where the Duakers are ſettled, 
return /wenty-/ix of the Number. The other five 
Counties, ſettled wich People of many other 
Denominations, eſpecially Preſbyterians from the 
North of Ireland, ſend only the 7en remaining 
Members among them, This was the Policy of 
the Quakers at the firſt Erection of the five laſt 
Counties z by which means, together with their 
Artifices among the Germans, the Quakers are 
always a vaſt Majority in the Aſſembly, altho* 
they are not near one fifth of the People in the 
Province. 

Whenever, therefore, an Enquiry ſhall be 
made into the Methods by which the Inhabi- 
tants in the Five Back Counties, who are ſo 
great a Majority, have been fo Jong kept from 
acting in their own Defence, altho* eager to di- 
ſtinguiſh themſelves in Conjun&ion with their 
brave Neighbours of other Colonies ; I hope it 


_ will be aſcribed to this iniquitous Method of re- 


preſenting the Province, which makes the Inte- 
relt of particular Places and Denominations of 
Men to be preferred to the general Service z and, 
I doubt not, a proper Remedy will be applied. 
For, at preſent, all the Back Inhabitants, not- 
withſtanding their Majority, are abſolutely at the 
Mercy of a Faction, choſen from three Counties, 


where the Quakers have very ſneakingly xi 
are 
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Care to ſeat themſelves, becauſe they lie out of 


Danger, and are ſecured by the other Counties. 
And, in return, theſe other Counties are thus 
unjuſtly treated, altho* they are our Barrier, and 
more immediately concerned in every thing that 
can come before the Aſſembly, (eſpecially on the 
Subject of Defence) than the old Counties can 
be. 

Hence. if the Back Counties were but fairly 
repreſented, it would be impoſlible to tie up the 
Hands of the People. We ſhould much ſooner 
have been alarmed with our Danger ; the 2ua- 


kers would not have been able to oppole the_ 


Meaſures cancerted for our Defence, and we 
ſhould have made a very different Figure from 
what we now do, becaule the ceneral Intereſts 
of the whole People would have been properly 
teit and conſidered, by a Legiſlature, taken 
equally out of all Parts of the Country. 

If this Piece of Iniquity 1s not ſpeedily redreſ- 
fed, it will be productive of much Confuſion and 
B-blood among ourſelves, The Scotch Irifh, 
in particular, think that the Quakers have a ſe- 
cret Satisfaction in ſeeing their increaſing Mul- 
titude thinned and beggared in the Back Coun- 
ties z as will appear from the following genuine 
Letter, which it would be unpardonable not to 


inſert in this Place, as it ſo well explains the. 


Subject I am upon, together with the Principles 
of our Puakers. It was written from a Gentle- 
man in the Back Counties to his Friend in Town, 
on reading the printed Meſlages concerning the 
Indians, &c. of which I have pat been ſpeaking. 


« November 19, 1755. 


& IT would ſay much more on theſe Topics— 


« but my Heart is fo full of another were 
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that I muſt pour it out to eaſe myſelf. You 
rold me the Aſſembly were like to do nothing, 
I have, ſince that, read the Meſſages that 
aſſed between the Governor and them, and 
read them with Concern and Vexation of Spi- 
rit. I heretofore uſed to put ſoft Conſtruc- 
tions on their Condudt, and hoped they were 
willing to act for the Defence of their Coun- 
try, in their own Way : But now they have. 
ſufficiently undeceived me. 
&« I think the Governor ſpeaks guardedly, and 
ſhews a proper Zeal for the Defence of the 
Inhabitants, tho* the Aſſembly endeavour not 
only to diminiſh, but annihilate, all his Pro- 
feſſions on that Head, by pretending to prove, 
that his Commiſſion and Inſtructions do not 
ſo far limit him, but that he might conliſteatly 
paſs the Bill they propoſe, it he were willing. 
Yet I ſee no Reaſon why they ſhould not at 
low him a Conſcience as well as themſelves. 
« As to the Afﬀair of the Indians, I think 
the Governor uſed very mild Language, and 
ſuch as did not ſhew him to be ſo exceeding- 
ly difpleaſed with the Aſſembly's Application 
and Queſtions on that Head, as he had Rea- 
ſon to be: For he only ſays, that their Lan- 
guage ſeems very extraordinary, when, 1n- 
ſtead of ſtrengthening his Hands for the Pro- 
tection of the People, and the Repulſion of a 
ſavage Enemy, at this Time of imminent Pe- 
rl, they talk of regaining the Aﬀection of the 
ſaid Savages, while they are laying waſte the 
Country, and of ſetting a-foot an Enquiry 
into what Injuitice they have received, and 
why they are fallen from their Alliance with 
us, &c. when they have never complained ot 


any Injuſtice done them ;—and when every 


©: Man 


bd 
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| & Man of us may be butchered before we can 
h & QJifcover the true Motrves which have induced 
c 
| 


them to become our Murderers,— 
& ] am not the Governor, nor connected with 
[il « him by any Dependence, nor made partial in 
| * his Favour ſo much as by Acquaintance ; yet 
<« [ read their Meſſage on that Head with Sur- 
« prize, nor could I refrain from deſpiſing it as 
& the moſt egregious Trifling. It 1s of fo ex- 
lf « traordinary a Nature, that I cannot find an 
'' « adequate Reſemblance of it. But I will ſup- 
| <« poſe ſome of theſe Aſſembly-Men's Houſes in 
| 
| 
| 


La 


5 


A 


« Town to be on Fire, and they come to you, 
© in breathleſs Haſte, calling for Buckets and 
« Water: Then, inſtead of affording them what 
« Help you can, ſuppoſe you ſhould proceed 
&« leiſurely and calmly to enquire of them, how 
| «< the Houſe catched Fire? Was it by Deſign 
Þ#  « of any malicious Perſon ? If fo, pray who was 
| «© he? And what was the ſuppoſed Riſe of his 

| « Malice? Did he receive any Afﬀront ? And 
(| « what was it? And when? Or did the Houſe 
it « catch by Accident? Or was it owing to the 
| « Careleſineſs of a Servant? And was hea black 
« Servant, or a White one? Bond or Free! 
«© And will you order him to be puniſhed for 
« it? Or will you give him fair Words that 
« he may not do ſo again ?-—Talk to them at 
<« this Rate, and ſee, in ſuch a Caſe, if their Pa- 
| <« tience will enable them to ſtand and hear you i 
'l *« out; or whether they will think you in car- 
«© neſt to help them, or only mocking them, and 
*« trifling with their Diſtreſs. The Application 


5 
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<c 15 eaſy. 2 
| « But our Aſſembly, when called to extin- BW 
| «« guiſh the Flames of their Country, tell us far- 
cc 


* ther, that they can do nothing, nor know what i 
«« Bills 
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Bills to propoſe, as every one is rejeted on 
ſome Pretence or another, But whoever is 


impoſed on by this Talk muſt be criminally 
weak and dull ; for 1s 1t not very poſlible and 
eaſy at this Juncture, when all is at Stake, to 
ſtrike ten, or fifteen, or twenty thouſand 


Pounds, and fink it in five Zears by the Ex- 


ciſez and in the mean Time, by an inſenſible 
Addition to our Taxes, to raiſe Money for 
Support of Government? Do they not know 
that ſuch a Bill as this will paſs? Yes, they 


do know it, and the Governor has repeatedly 


offered to paſs ſuch a Bill! Now, would not 
the leaſt of theſe Sums be of great Service in 
procuring Defence for the back Inhabitants ? 
But we muſt be amuſed with great Things in 
order the more gracefully ro give us nothing. 
I had rather have ten thouſand Pounds certain, 
than the Propoſal of ſixty thouſand Pounds on 
a Footing that renders my receiving it 1m- 
practicable. Nay to offer one hundred Thou- 
ſand Pounds on ſuch a Footing is generouſly 
to offer nothing at all. 

* But further, why do they not prepare a 
Bill for a REGULAR MiLIT1A as the Gover- 
nor propoſes? Do they not certainly know 
that fuch a Bill would likewiſe paſs? Yet they 
never mention a Word about it, tho' at this 
Jun&ure more neceſſary than Money itſelf, to 
the uniting and due Management of our 
Strength. When this is conſidered, who is fo 
groſsly ſtupid as ever to believe them any 
more, when they pretend that the Governor is 
wholly to blame for our being in a defenceleſs 
State? If their Conſcience forbids them to 


** Paſs a mzlitary AF, why do they fit in the 
<« deat of Government, at ſuch a Time as this ? 


il « It 
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Fe If they will not a& themſelves, they may be 
* excuſed ; but, when they will not let others 
* at, that are willing to defend themſelves, they 
*© are for ever inexcuſable, They are now in 
* the Place of our Proteffors. Our Country 
depopulated, our Fellow-ſubjefts ſpoiled and 
*. murdered, our Wives and Children flying for 
fe Fear—all call to them for Help. Certainly 
* then, when they refuſe to afford what they 
* can and ought to afford, by all Ties whatſo- 
Fe ever, they are guilty of deſtroying thoſe whom 
*© they do not endeavour to preſerve; and on 
* this Principle, it will clearly follow, that a 
*« Multitude of our Suakers, Aſſembly- Men, and 
others, are the bloodieſt People in our Land; 
** and the Blood of thoſe who are murdered 
*© thro* their Default, cries to Heaven againſt 
5 them, let them make light of it as long as 
< they can. Y 
« 1 fay make light of it; for I have been 
& well informed, that a Member of the Aſſem- 
«< bly * ſent back to inform himſelf and Bre- 
<« thren of the Truth of the Ravages and Inhu- 
* manities committed amongſt us, finding that 
*© Things were full as bad as they were repre- 
| «« ſented, he replied with great Indifference, that 
*© there were only ſome ScoTCH-IRISH KILLED, i 

*© wwho could well enough be ſpared. This is the i 
* common Language of many of theſe People. 
** It is our Crime not to be Dupes to Quaker 
«*« Politics, and the more of us are deſtroyed, 
5 the fewer will remain to oppole their dirty In- 
** terelts, My very Soul riſes at the Thought! 
* And theſe hard-hearted Wretches will find 
** that God will require the Blood of Scotch- Irifs 
« af 1 

* Nat/ aniel Grubb, a Quaker, Member for Chefter Cout "4 
!y, made this Speech at Lancaſter, &c. ij 
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at their Hands aſſoon as the Blood of Quas 
kers; and it will cry equally loud from the 
Earth for Vengeance. But, perhaps, they 
will exculpate themſelves, as uſual, by plead- 
ing their Endeavours to preſerve the Lives of 
the ſavage Murderers, and ſo they ſtill pre- 


« ſerve Life. This is true ; but then they pre- 
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ſerve Lives that by all Laws, hob divine and 
buman, ought to be deſtroyed ; and in ſo do- 
ing they deſtroy thoſe Lives which they are 
obliged, by the ſame Laws, to preſerve.— 
«© Now if any of the more ſerious Quakers 
this Way ſeem diſturbed with this diſtreſſing 
Aſpe&t of Afﬀairs, their leading Ones huſh 
them, bid them be quite eaſy, aſſuring them, 
that neither French nor Indians will hurt the 
Puakers, This, with ſome other Circum- 
ſtances, has made many People ſurmiſe, that 
by ſome private Articles, which they either 
have, or deſign to enter into with our Ene- 
mies, the 2uakers have ſecured their Society. 
And when they are ſeen to affect Indifference 
about the preſent State of Things, and dif- 
dainfully to ſneer at our military Preparations, 
it gives great Ground to believe that this 
Coolneſs muſt proceed from ſome ſuch Caule, 
or from the groſſeſt Stupidity and Blindneſs ; 
for if their Faith, as they pretend, was ſo great 
in this Caſe as to be Walls of Braſ5 around 
them, Why does not the ſame Faith ſhew it- 
ſelf equally in all other Caſes? But the Truth 
is, that in all other Afﬀairs, they ſeem to have 
no greater Faith than their Neighbours, nor 
ſo great as many of them. They can as little 
caſt their Bread upon the Waters as any Peo- 
= I know. Nor do they in any common 
atters pretend to truſt Gop, without the U/e 
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of Means. They plow and they ſow; they 
reap, and they gather into Barns, as others do, 
Nor are they leſs carnal in their Tempers 
than the People of this World. Let them be 
touched, they will rail and reproach! And 
what Spitefulneſs, Partiality, and Envy ap- 
pear at Elections, if they meet with the leaft 
Controul, is too open to be hid from any that 
know them. 

& Indeed, I by no means think of them all 
alike. Some are candid and rational, and 
have ſhewn themſelves heartily concerned for 
the ProteEtion of the back Inhabitants. Theſe, 
tho* better Patriots, and better Men than 
others, yet are worſe Puakers, and that in the 
Judgment of their Brethren, For, have they 
not cenſured in. their Meetings thoſe Perſons 
who were in any reſpect aiding and, forward- 
ing our Expedition to the Frontiers againſt 
the Indians. Thus, inſtead of helping, to pre- 
ſerve us, they rather ſtrive to deliver, us into 
our Enemies Hands, and all this fo conſcien- 
tiouſly as to think they do God Service in ſo 
doing. Their Conſciences are mighty tender 
of ſhedding the Blood of Indian Murderers, 
but hardened and ſeared as to ſhedding the 
Blood, at leaſt of the Scotch-triſh. The Pa- 
piſts think. they do God Service by killing us 
as Heretics. The Quakers think they do the 
lame, by Jooking calmly on, while, we are 
killed to their Hand. And where lies the 
Difference ? Both adt as their Religion dictates, 
and both are faunch, bigetted, and phariſaical 
alike.—-Now it is certain, that they, who pro- 
tels to be our Friends, if they are not with us, 
when Need requires, they are to be reckoned 
againſt us; awd therefore we may well reckon 

as 
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« yery many of the Quakers to be our real Ene- 
« mies. And when the Principles of their Re- 
« [gion lead them into this Dilemma, that they 
« mult either counteract them, or a&t hike Ene- 
« mies and Traitors to their Country, I think it 
« demonſtrates their Religion to be contradic- 
« tory to Reaſon, to Scripture, and to the Laws 
<« of Nature and Nations. 

« JVherefore, SUCH A RELIGION Ought to be 
&« rejected, and, if poſſible, extirpated from the 
« Face of the whole Earth, by every good Pa- 
« TRIOT and good CHRISTIAN ; not only as it 
« js ſubverſive of all Soczety, but allo as it is de- 
« ſtructive of that very Peace and good Will 
« among Men, which it pretends, in a more emi- 
« nent Degree, to preſerve and propagate.”'— 
c.— 

This Gentleman had greater Reaſon than he 
knew of, to reckon our 2xakers lome of the 
bloodieſt People in our Land, and to conclude 
that their Religion, which makes them 10, ought 
to be rejefted by every good Citizen. For, in 
the midſt of this Diſtreſs, the Qyaker-Members 
of Aſſembly were cited into a private Houſe by 
three famous Quaker Preachers lately from Eng- 
land, one Male and the other two Female ; where 
they were /e&ured for ſeveral Hours, and told 
that if ever they gave up, or acted inconſiſtent 
with, that diſtinguiſhing Tenet of their Religion, 
which reſtrained them from bearing Arms, or 
contributing to Defence, they would no longer 
be a ſeparate People, but would dwindle away 
inſenſibly, among the Men of the Earth. 

At the ſame-Time the Heads of the Meeting 
in this City joined their Influence to that of their 
Preachers, and in their own Name, and in the 
Name of all the Quakers in the Province, pre- 

| ſented 
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fented the following remarkable Addreſs to the 
Aſſembly, who were now preſſed on every Side, 


and could not ſtand it out much longer, without 
raiſing the People in Rebellion. — 


«K To the REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FREE- 


« MEN of the Province of Pennſylvania, in 
« General Aſſembly mer, 


« Tur ApprEss of ſome of the People cal- 
« led QUAKERs, in behalf of themſelves 
«* and others in the ſaid Province. 


 & The Conſideration of the Meaſures which 
« have lately been purſued, and are now pro- 
* poſed, having been weightily impreſſed on 
* our Minds, we apprehend that we ſhould fall 
« ſhort of our Duty to you, to ourſelves, and to 
« our Brethren in religious Fellowſhip, 1f we did 
« not in this Manner inform you, that although 
t& we ſhall at all Times, heartily and freely con- 
<« tribute, according to our Circumſtances, el- 
« ther by the Payment of Taxes, or in ſuch 
« other Manner as may be judged neceſſary to- 
« wards the Exigencies of Government, and fin- 
« cerely deſire that due Care may be taken, and 
& proper Funds provided for raiſing Money to 
« cultivate our Friendſhip with our Indian 
« Neighbours, and to ſupport ſuch of our Fel- 


. & Jow-ſubjefts, who now are, or may be, in Di- 


« ſtreſs, and for ſuch other like benevolent Pur- 
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« poſes; yet as the raiſing Sums of Money, and 
6 putting them into the Hands of Committees, 
«© who may apply them to Purpoſes incon/iſtent 
«© with the PEACEABLE TESTIMONY we pro- 
«© feſs, and have borne to the World, - appears 
« to us, in its Conſequences, to be deſtructive 
* of our rchgious Liberties, we apprehend ma- 
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« ny among us, Will be under the Neceſſity of 
« ſuffering, rather than conſenting thereto, by 
« the Payment of a Tax for ſuch Purpoſes ; and 
* thus the fundamental Part of our Conſtitution 
« may be eſſentially affefted, and that free En- 
« joyment of Liberty of Conſcience (tor the Sake 
 & of which our Fore-fathers left their native 
« Country, and ſettled this, then a Wilderneſs) 
« by Degrees be violated. | 

« We ſincerely afſure you we have no tempo- 
* ral Motives for thus addreſſing you, and could 
« we have preſerved Peace in our own Minds, 
« and with each other, we ſhould have declined 
6 it, being unwilling to give you any unnecef- 
* ſary Troublez and deeply ſenſible of your 
« Difficulty in diſcharging the Truſt committed 
* to you irreproachably in theſe perilous Times, 
* which hath engaged our fervent Deſires, that 
« the immediate Inftruction of ſupreme Wiſdom 
« may influence your Minds, and that being 
* preſerved in a ſteady Attention thereto, you 
* may be enabled to ſecure Peace and Tranquil- 
« lity to yourſelves and thoſe you repreſent, by 
* purſuing Meaſures conſiſtent with our PEACE- 
* ABLE PRINCIPLES, and then we truſt, we may 
* continue humbly to confide in the Protection 
* of that Almighty Power whoſe Providence 
** has heretofore been as Walls and Bulwarks 
* round about us.” — 


Delivered 6th November 1755. 


This Addreſs haſtened Things to their deſired 
Iſſue, It was now clearly perceived under what 
Influence the Aſſembly were afting, and that all 
their Diſputes had been nothing but Expedients 
to protract Time and oblige a Party, whom they 
durſt not tax for Defence without loſing their 

| Seats ; 
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Seats; ſince the ſaid Party, when Matters were 
now brought to an Extremity, did not ſcruple to 
declare publickly, that they would ſooner $UFFER 
than contribute to ſuch Purpoſes. The principal 
Part of the Inhabitants of this City read the ſaid 
Addreſs with Indignation, and could only con- 
ſider it'as a moſt impudent Requeſt to ſacrifice 
the greater Part of the Province to the undue 
Influence of a Set of wrong-headed Enthuſiaſts ! 

The Mayor of the City, therefore, ſummoned 
all the. Inhabitants of every Rank to meet him 
on the 12th of November, in order to obtain 
their Senſe of the preſent State of Afﬀairs, and 
to join him in a Repreſentation to the Aſſembly, 
in which, as an Antidote to the Qyaker-Poiſon, 
as well as in Duty to the poor Sufferers, he pro- 
poſed that they ſhould not only inſiſt upon rai/ing 
Money for Defence, but alſo that they ſhould 
make a peremptory DEMAND of a proper Mili- 
tary Law, tnat the Country might no longer be 
ſacrificed to the Intereſts of a Faction. The 
ſame Day the following ſpiriced Repreſentation, 
containing ſome unan{werable Arguments for a 
Military Power, was accordingly figned by the 
principal Inhabitants, and immediately pretented 
by the Mayor, in their Name. 


© A RepRESENTATION to the General-Aſſem- 


« bly of the Province of Pennſylvania, by ſe- 


<« veral of the principal Inhabitants of the City 
* of Philadelphia, in the faid Province. 


« GENTLEMEN, 


*& Ata Time when a bold and barbarous Ene- 

* my has advanced within * a hundred Miles 
6 -of 

* The Enemy ſince that have laid waſte upwards of 50 


Miles, ſo that our Frontier in ſome Parts is but about 60 
Miles from our Seat of Government. | 
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& of this our Metropolis, carrying Murder and 
< Deſolation along with them ; and when we 
« ſee our Country already ſtained with the Blood 
« of many of its Inhabitants, and upwards of a 
« thouſand Families, .who very htely enjoyed 
« Peace and Comfort in their own Habitations, 
« now diſperſed over the Province, many of 
« them in the moſt miſerable and ſtarving Con- 
« dition, expoſed to all the Hardthips and Se- 
« yerity of the Seaſon :—We ſay, in ſuch a Si- 
6 tuation, we ſhould think ourſelves greatly 
« wanting in Regard for our own perſonal Safe- 
« {y, as well as in Compaſſion for our bleeding 
« and ſuffering Fellow-Subjetts, if we did not 
« thus publicly join our Names to the Number 
« of thoſe who are requeſting you to paſs a 
« Law, in order to put the Province in a Pg- 
« ſture of Defence, and to pur a Stop to thoſe 
&« cruel and ſavage Outrages, which muſt other- 
« wiſe ſoon prove our Ruin. 
«© We hope we ſhall always be enabled to pre- 
&« ſerve that Reſpect to you, which we would 
« willingly pay to thoſe who are the FAITHFUL 
&*& Repreſentatives of the Freemen of this Province, 
*« But, on the preſent Occaſion, you will for- 
&« give us, Gen:lemen, if we aſſume Characters 
«© ſomething higher than that of humble $4itors, 
* PRAYING for the Defence of our Lives and 
* Properties, as matter of GRactg and Favour 
&* on your ſide, You will permit us to make a 
«© poſitive and immediate DEMAND of 1t, as a 
© Matter of perfei? and unalienable RicnT on 
** our own Parts, both by the Laws oft GOD 
** and Man. And to this we are induced by 
** the following Conſiderations. — 
* 1. The Approach of Winter brings along 
* With 1t the dreadful Proſpect of a continual 
I & In- 
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Increaſe, of the Inroads of thoſe preying $4- 
vages upon our Inhabitants, unleſs a proper 
Force 1s immediately provided to protec? and 
defend them. 
« The proper and natural Force of every Coun- 
try is its MitriTTIa; without which we know 
of no Government that ever could ſubſift it- 
ſelf ; for it is highly unjuſt to think that the 
Burden of Defence ſhould fall upon Individuals, 
when the Deſign of Government 1s to obtain 
GENERAL SECURITY by a GENERAL Union 
of the Force of Individuals. 
&« 3g. Conſequently we conceive it a Subver- 
fion of the very End of Governme:t, to 
deny that LEGAL Proteion to the Governed, 
for obtaining of which, Government Was Orl- 
gu} inſtituted. 

In our own particular Caſe, altho* Men 
could be found willing to rifk their Lives for 
the Publick, and could be ſubjefted to necel- 


ſary Order and Diſcipline, without the Aid 


or Encouragement of Law (which we cannot 
conceive poſlible) yet it would neither be 
adviſcable for the Sake of ſuch Men them- 
ſelves, nor yet for the ſake of public Liberty, to 
keep up an armed Force in the Country, with- 
out the Sanction and Authority of Law z eſpc- 


cially as it is ſo much in your Power to give 


ſuch a Sanction and Authority. 

. Unleſs the Defence of this Province, and 
of our [ndian Allies, is made the Ac? of ihe 
whole Legiflature, and vigorouſly gone into, 
the [nazans who are now in Town, have pub- 
oY declared for themſelves, and for their 
Friends who yet remain in our Intereſt, that 
they can no longer repoſe any Faith in us; 
but muſt fhiſt tor their own Safety, and leave 
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<« us to ourſelves, as a People void of Spirit, and 
«© void of Conduct. 

«© 6, We are of Opinion, that no Sums of 
«© Money, however great, will anſwer the Pur- 
« poſes of Defence, without ſuch a Law as we 
« defire. © We cannot, therefore, think that it 
<« ſhews a proper Concern for the Lives of the 
* People of this Province, at ſo dangerous a 
&« Juncture, to propoſe Sums of Money 4n the 
© room of ſuch a neceſſary Law; and to propoſe 
* raiſing theſe Sums too, in a Manner that muſt 
* occaſion Diſputes and Delays, waen there are | 
* ſo many unexceptionable Ways and Means, 
&« agreeable to which the People in general are 
« very ready to pay any reaſonable Proportion 
* of their Property, for the Preſervation of the 
* Reſidue. 

+ Upon the whole, Gentlemen, we muſt be 
<« permitted to repeat our Demand, that you will 
* immediately frame and offer a Law for the De- 
& fence of the Province, in ſuch a manner as the 
* preſent Exigency requires. The Time does 
* not permit many Hands to be put to this Re- 
5 preſentation. But if Numbers are necetlary, 
<* we truſt that we ſhall neither want a ſufficient 
* Number of Hands nor Hearts to ſecond and 
* ſupport us, till we finally obtain ſuch a juſt and 
* reaſonable Demand.” Delivered Nov. 12th. 


La 


In this the Mayor aCted only as a private Man 


among his Citizens z bur ſeeing Things ſtill in 


the greateſt Confuſion, the Corporation of the 
City (as ſoon afterwards as they could) thought 
it incumbent upon them, as a Body -politic, 
charged with the Peace and Safety of the City, 
to ſignity their juſt Apprehenſions of the Danger 


to which they were expoſed, and to remonſtrate, 
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BL et 
the moſt ſolemn and public Manner, againſt 
the Meaſures then purſued ; which they did, from 


a very full Board, as follows : 


To the Repreſentatives of the Freemen of the 
& Province of Pennſylvania, in Aſſembly met, 


A RemonsTRance, by the Mayor, Alder- 
*« men, and Common-council of the City of 
wy Philadelphia, in Behalf of the ſaid City. 


©« GENTLEMEN, 


*© You were lately called together upon more 
urgent Buſineſs than ever came before an Al- 
ſembly of this Province; and while you have 
been ſitting, ſcarce a Day has paſſed, wherein 
you have not heard of the inhuman Slaughter 
of your Fellow-ſubjects, and been loudly called 
upon for that Prote#ion, which by the moſt 
facred Ties you owe to the People. 

* On ſuch an Emergency, we imagined that 
you had an eaſy and expeditious Mode of Pro- 
cedure before you; namely, to poſtpone all 
Diſputes to a more ſ{ealonable Time ; to grant 
the neceſſary Supplies on ſuch Terms, as thoſe 
on which the reſt of his Majeſty's Colonies 
have granted Jarge Sums for the like Purpoſes; 
and laſtly, to pals a reaſonable Law, in order 
to collect and regulate the Force of the Pro- 
vince, tor repelling the preſent cruel Invaſion. 
Nevertheleſs, while you have been DELI1BE- 


RATING, much innocent Blood hath been fpilt; 


a great Extent of our Country laid waſte; and 
the miſerable Inhabitants ſcattered abroad be- 
fore the SAVAGE-SPOILER. | 

* WurRreForE, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, 


| belore Gop, and in the Name of all our Fel- 


&« low- 
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low-citizens, as you regard the Lives of the 
People whom you repreſent, we call upon 
you, we adjure you, nay we ſupplicate you, 
to give that /egal Proteftion to your bleeding 
Country, which ought to be the chief Object 
of all Government at ſuch a perilous Juncture 
as this. And let it be no longer ſaid, that 
while we are daily hearing ſo much concern- 
ing Privilege and Right, we are, in the mean 
Time, deprived of that moſt eſſential Right 
and great firſt Privilege, (which Gop and Na- 
TURE gave us) of defending our Lives and 


© protefting our FAMILIES. 
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+ We profeſs the ſame Reaſons for this Ap- 
plication, which determined many of the In- 
habicants of this City to make a like Applica- 
tion to you on the twelfth Inſtant; and as 
theſe Reaſons now lie before you, we need 
not repeat them, any further than by obſerving 
that a well regulated Militia has always been 
found both the ſureſt and leaſt expenſive Me- 
thod of Defence ; and that, upon any other 
Plan, great Sums of Money mult be thrown 
away to little Purpoſe, and the Pcople thereby 
burdened with grievous Taxes. 
* Another Reaſon for thus applying to you, 
is the great Diſtreſs which this City, commit- 
ted to our Care, 1s like to labour under by 
the vaſt Increaſe of the Poor from all Parts 
of the Country, and the melancholy Proſpect 
of having far greater Numbers of the unhappy 
Back-fettlers driven in upon us from their Ha- 
bitations, and continually flying to the Shelter 
aud Charity of the City, as the Place of great- 
eſt Safety. This muſt neceſſarily be prejudi- 
cial to the general Courſe of Buſineſs, and 
enhance the Value of all Neceflaries, by in- 
«« creaſing 
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& creaſing the Number of Mouths, and at the 


« ſame time diminifhing the Number of Hands 


«© that ſhould ſupply our Market ;—all which 
*« will prove a Burden upon us too heavy to 
<« bear. 

« Seeing therefore our Aﬀairs are brought to 
«« ſuch a Criſis, and as this our reaſonable De- 
« mand cannot require much Time for your Con- 
&« fideration, having already been ſo often made 
« ro you by Petitions from all Parts of the Pro- 
«« vince, we do carneſtly recommend Diſpatch 
* to you. For, as the People ſeem already in 
* a deplorable and deſperate Condition, we fear 
© it will not be poſlible to preſerve the Peace 


« and Quiet of this City, nor of the Province 


« itlelf, much longer, it ſome effetual Methods 
&« are not ſpeedily taken for their general Defence 


* and Security, 


* = * By Order of the Board, 
; « Jilliam Plumſted, Mayor.” 


There was now a Flame riſling in every Part 
of the Country, which the Afembly with all 
their Arts could not ſuppreſs. The People were 
daily ſuffering : They demanded Protection ; and 
they would liſten to no inſinuating Stories about 
Privileges and Liberty, while the Sword of the 
Enemy was at their Throat, ready to deprive 
them of their Lives and their Privileges together. 
On this Occaſion, there was the faireſt Chance 
of ridding our Aſſembly * of Quakers for ever, 


* There was another way of getting rid of them, by cut- 
ting thcir 'Throats ; which Expedient a great many ſanguine 
People of the back Counties had reſolved upon, and would 
certainly have executed, if great Pains had not been taken 
to prevent it, by Men who did not owe any ſuch-Kindneſs to 
thoſe who would have been the firſt Sufferers, 
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if our Conſtitution had not this Abſurdity in it, 
that there is not a Power of Diſſolution in the 
Governor ;—a Power which no Country ſhould 
be deprived of for the following Reaſons, among 
many others that might eaſily be given : 

iſt, When EleQtions are periodical and ſtated, 
there is this manifeſt Inconvenience, that parti- 
cular Men may at the Time of their EleCtion be 
thought very fit Repreſentatives, and yet before 
the Time of their Service is expired, Circum- 
ſtances may be ſo altered, as to render them of 
all others the moſt unfit for ſuch a Truſt ; and 
therefore when ſuch Circumſtances ariſe, the Peo- 
ple ought to have an Opportunity of ſhewing 
their Senſe of the Fitneſs of their Repreſenta» 
tives, by a new EleCtion, in conſequence of a 
Diſſolution. Our own Cale is a moſt flagrans 
Proof of this Inconvenience, | 

2. A ſecond great Inconvenience is that, at the 
ſtated Times of Eleftion, where they are periodi- 
cal, Things may be ſo circumſtanced, as that 
the Elefion ought to be put off, and the ſame 
Members continued, at leaft for ſome Time ; 
and therefore there ſhould be always ſome Perſon 
empowered and qualified to judge at what Time 
the Attention of the People may be ſpared for 
the Buſineſs of EleGions, with leaſt Detrimenr 
to the Country ; and this requires, that ſuch a 
Perſon ſhould have both a Power of continuing 
and of difſofving the People's Repreſentatives, as 
the public Good may require. We would alſo 
teel this Inconvenience greatly, if on the 1ft Day 
of Oober next, every Man af us ſhould be called 
to elet our Repreſentatives, and oppoſe the E- 
nemy at the ſame Inſtant in the Heart of the 
Country, which is a very poſſible Caſe. 


But 
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But to proceed : Our Aſſembly ſaw that the 
People were become deſperate, and would no 
longer be trifled with. Every Day brought Pe- 
titions, Remonſtrances, and many ather clamo- 
rous Things, Ggned by great Numbers of Hands, 


_ and all inſiſting upon a Militia-law in particular, 


as abſolutely neceſſary to collect and gondutt our 
natural Strength. To deny this juſt Requeſt a 
Moment longer, was dangerous to the laſt De- 
gree;z and to comply with it would prove the 
Ruin of the Faction, as was ſhewn in the Brief 
State *, There was no Expedient left to ward 
off the Storm, but to frame a Sort of Mzlitary- 
bill, which would reduce the Governor to the 
following Dilemma. 

Firſt, if he refuſed to paſs it as it was, or if 
he offered any Amendments to it, they were de- 
termined not to admit of one of them, but to 
quarrel with him on the Bill, and thus ſtop the 
Clamours of the People againſt themſelves, by 
pretending that they had offered a Military-bill, 
but 'the Governor would not agree to it. 

Bur if he ſhould agree to it, they had taken 
Care of their Intereſt, by framing it in ſuch a 
Manner, as to ſtrip the Crown of ſome of its 
eſſential Prerogatives. 

The Governor ſaw their Drift, and therefore 
as the Law was to continue in Force only about 
eleven Months, he knew that the People in that 
Time would be convinced of its Abſurdity much 
better by feeling its DefeC&ts, than by any At- 
tempt of his to point them our ; and accordingly 
he immediately paſſed it F, to the great Mortifhi- 
cation of the Aſſembly, who deſired above all 

Things 

* Page 16. Edition rſt. | 

+ The Corporation Remonftrance was preſented in the 


Morning of Nowember the 25th ; and this Law was paſlced 
the Evening of the ſame Day. 
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Things that he might enter into a Diſpute with 
them concerning 1t. | | 

As ſoon as the Law was publiſhed, the Peo- 
ple were exaſperated at the Iniquity of it to the 
laſt Degree ; and there 1s not a ſingle Man that 
has yet ſtirred in conſequence of it. On the 
contrary, ſome Counties have already met and 
ſubſcribed Remonſtrances againſt it, as a Thing 
that they neither comprehend, nor will be con- 
cerned with, ſo that we are now in a worſe Stata 
than ever ; and all our Hopes is, that a proper 
Militia-law will be framed for us, by his Ma- 
jeſty's Interpoſition, in conſequence of our hum- 
ble Petition for that Purpoſe. 

But that you may have a more juſt Idea of 
this Law, I ſhall give you an Abſtra# of it, and 
then ſhew what Reaſons the People have to be 
diſpleaſed with it. 


* An Act for the better ordering and regula- 
« ting ſuch as are willing and deſirous to be 
* united for Military Purpoſes within this 
* Province. 


«© _Whereas this Province was firſt ſettled by 
* (and a Majority of the Aſſembly has ever ſince 
* been of) the People called QUuaxzRs, who, 
* tho? they do not, as the World is now circum- 
& ſtanced, condemn the Uſe of Arms in others, 
< yet are principled againſt bearing Arms them- 
ſelves; and to make any Law to compel them 
thereto againſt their Conſciences, would not 
only be to violate a Fundamental in our Con- 
© ſtitution, and be a dire& Breach of our Char- 
** ter of Privileges, but would alſo in effect be to 
* commence Perſecution againſt all that Part of 
the Inhabitants of the Province ; and for them 
* by any Law to compel others to bear Mw. 
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and except themſelves, would be inconſiſtent 
and partial, Yet for as much as, by the gene- 
ral TOLERATION and Equity of our Laws, 
great Numbers of People of other religious De- 
nominations are come among ms, who, being 
under no fuch Reſtraint, think it their Duty 
to fight in Defence of their Country, and there- 
fore have an equal Right to Liberty of Conſci- 
ence with others: And whereas a great Number 
of Petitions from the ſeveral Counties of this 
Province have been preſented to this Houle, 
repreſenting that they are defirous of being 
united under legal Authority for Defence, and 
that without ſuch Authority they cannot have 
Conhdence in each other, nor aſſemble to op- 
poſe the Enemy without the utmoſt Danger 
of expoſing themſelves to Confuſion and De- 
ſtruction :—And whereas we do not think it 
reaſonable that any ſhould, thro* want of /zga/ 
Powers, be reſtrained from doing what 'they 
judge it their Duty to do for THEIR OWN 
Security: 

« Wherefore be it enatted, that it ſhall and 
may be lawful for the Freemen of this Pro- 
vince, to form themſelves into Companies, as 
heretofore they have uſed in Time of War 
without Law, and for each Company, by a 
Majority of Votes, in the way of Ballot, to 


* chule its own Officers, to <vit, a Captain, Lieu- 


tenant, and Enſign, who, if approved and 
commiſſioned by the Governor tor the Time 
being, ſhall be the Captain, Ec. of each Com- 
pany reſpectively; and the ſaid Companies be- 
ing divided into Regiments by the Governor, 


- 1t fhall be lawful for the Officers ſo choſen and 
commiſſioned ro meet together, and by way 


of Ballot, to chuſe a Colonel, Licutenant-Co- 
* ]Jonel, 
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<« lone}, and Major, tor the Regiment, and pre- 
« ſent them to the Governor for his Appro- 
<« bation. 

«© Provided that if he ſhall not think fit to 
« commiſſion any Officer ſo firſt choſen and pre- 
« ſented, the Electors ſhall chuſe two others, 
« one of whom ſhall receive his Commiſſion, and 
« be the Officer as aforeſaid. 

«© When the ſaid Companies and Regiments 
« are thus formed, Cc. it ſhall and may be law- 
« ful for the Governor, by and with the Advice 
« and Conſent of the Colonels, Lieutenant- Co- 
* lonels, and Majors of all the Regiments, being 
« for that Purpoſe by him convened, to form 
« and eſtabliſh Articles of War, to ere£&t and 
& conſtitute Courts Martial, &c. &c. which 
« Articles ſo made, ſhall be printed and read to 
«* the reſpective Companies z and every Captain, 
& Lieutenant, Enſign, and other Freemen, who 
&« ſhall, at /zaſt after three Days Conſideration, 
« coluntarily ſign the ſame, ſhall thenceforth be 
* deemed well and duly bound, and ſubject to 
* the Pains, Penalties, Puniſhments, and For- 
«* feitures, that may therein be appointed for 
* Diſobedience and other Offences: Provided 
_* that ſuch Articles be as near as poſſible con- 
* formable to the Military-laws of Greaz-Britain, 
* and to the laſt Act for puniſhing Mutiny and 
* Deſertion ; and provided allo, that nothing in 
* this Act ſhall give any Power to the Governor 
* and ſaid Officers, to make any Articles or 
* Rules that ſhall in the leaſt affect ſuch as are 
** conſcientiouſly icrupulous of bearing Arms, e1- 
* ther in their Liberties, Perſons, or Eſtates.” 


By the Preamble of this Law, you ſee that 


our Ailembly are, and have always been Quakers, 
K 2 and 
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and that they are ſtill princzpled againſt bearing 


Arms. What can be more abſurd than ſuch a 
Declaration from thoſe who are in the room of 


our ProteFors? That which is the chief Deſign 


of Government, they declare they can have no- 
thing to do with! But then they are graciouſly 
leaſed to tell us, that they will not condemn us 
if we riſk our Lives to ſave their Scalps, toge- 
ther with that Government which they will allow 
us no Share of, And they give an excellent 
Reaſon for this ; viz. that becauſe they are ab- 
ſurdly principled againſt bearing Arms them- 
ſelves, they muſt not, by any means, be incon- 
ſiſtent with this Abſurdity, by making a Law 
that requires others to bear Arms. Thoſe who 
are willing and deſirous may, it they pleaſe, de- 
fend the Province ; but in caſe a ſufficient Num- 
ber are not willing and defirous to defend it, we 
will not provide for its Safety, as other Pro- 
vinces have done for theirs, by compulſive Me- 
thods, nor depart one Jot from our Principles, 
if 1t were to ſave it from Deſtruction. Neither 
will we give up the Government to others who 
would take Care of its Defence ; for the Laws 
are all ours, the Country is ours; and tho? it be 
true that great Numbers of People, of other re- 
Iigicus Denominations, are come among us, yet 

they came by our Toleration. Bf 
And now what more need be faid to ſhew how 
unjuſtly this Province is ſwayed by a FaCtion, 
and ſacrificed to their ſeparate Intereſts. Our 
very Laws themſelves breathe the Spirit, and 
ſpeak the Language, of a FaQtion, who tell us 
that we are all zolerated only by their Grace and 
Favour, And yct theſe bigh and mighty Lorgs, 
who ſpeak fo loudly of zolerating others, can plead 
po Eſtabliſhment in their own Behalf, They are 
ls 
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far from being the * oldeſt Settlers here, and ſtill 
farther from being the moſt numerous. Nor are 
we in the leaſt indebted to them or their Laws 
for our Right of Settlement. The Royal and 
Proprietary Charters, from which their Laws 
themſelves derive their whole Force, have ſe- 
cured the Enjoyment of free and equal Rights, 
to the Church of Engiand in particular, and in 
eneral to all who believe in Onz Gon. 

[ have taken the more Notice of this Pream- 
ble, to ſhew the haughty and partial Manner, in 
which our Law-makers treat the good People of 
this Province, infinuating that other religious De- 
nominations are not upon an equal Footing with | 
themſelves. As to the Law itſelf, the People 
object to it chiefly for the following Reaſons. 

1ſt, There is no Mode of Eleftion preſcrib- 
ed ; no Perſons being appointed to call the Peo- 
ple together, or to preſide in their Ballotting, ſo 
that it is only by Chance that they are to meet 
and chuſe their Officers, 

2dly, The Method of executing the Law is 
extremely indire&t and dilatory z and half the 
Term of its Continuance may be expired, as 
well as half the People of the Province mur- 
thered, before any thing can be done in conſe- 
quence of it. For when the former Difficulty is 
by Chance got over, and the inferior Officers 
choſen, they are to be returned to the Governor z 
and then to be approved by him (if he likes 
them); and then to have their Commiſſions made 
out ; and then they are to meet {it any one hap- 
pens to cal] them) to chuſe Field-officers ; and 
then theſe alſo are to be approved by the Go- 
vernor ; and then commiſſioned ; and then to be 
convened in a Sort of Parliament ; and then to 

| propoſe 


* The Sxedes and Li Datch firſt ſettled the Country. 
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propoſe and debate upon Articles of War, and 
then to print theſe Articles, and then to diſtri- 
bute and read them to the Companies, and then 
the Companies to conſider upon them at leaf 
three Days, and then to ſign them it they pleaſe, 
and perhaps not to ſign them after all ; and then 
we are juſt were we begun ; with this ſad Differ- 
ence, that all private Aſſociations for Defence 
are diſſolved by the Name of a Military Law; 
and all the while that our Aſſembly are deviſing 
Expedients, and making Experiments of unpre- 
Ll cedented Laws, to ſuit their Republican Schemes 
| 


j| of Power, many innocent Perſons are paying 

| their Life's Blood as the Price of ſuch Madneſs 
{ and Obſtinacy. Surely no one would imagine 
þ that ever ſuch a Law as this was made to anſwer 
| | an Emergency, when the Enemy were burning 
IN and ſlaying, and when a Moment's Time was 
| not to be loſt that could poſſibly be ſaved ! 
| 


34ly, The Partiality of the Law, and the un- 
righteous Exemption it gives to particular Per- 


| ſuaſions, without any Equivalent to the Public 
1 for ſuch an Indulgence, highly diſguſts the Peo- 
| | ple, as it leaves them to defend with their Blood 
;þ a Sett of Men who have engroſled almoſt all the 


Advantages of that Government, from the De- 
fence of which they have ſo unjuſtly exempted 
| themſelves, which is putting the greater Part of 
| the Province upon a molt ſlavith and unequal 
Footing. On this Head the People reaſon as 
follows. 

.\8 Defence is the common Duty of all who re- 
b ceive Proteftion. Two Things are ablolutely 
neceſlary for Defence; BopiLy Force, and 
'F Monty, which is the Sinews of Force, In 
| Caſes where the whole Force of the Community 
may be requiſite for its Defence, the Law itſelf" 
3 cannol 
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cannot diſpenſe with the bodily Force of any 


Number of Individuals, without violating the an- 


tecedent Laws of natural Equity, and the funda- 
mental Principles of Society. But where the 
whole Force of the Community may not be re- 
quiſite, the Law may abſolve a few from their 
Share in the one Part of Defence, provided they 
contribute more than their Share towards the 


other, On this Principle, ſome are exempted 


from bearing Arms in Conſideration of their con- 
tributing more than their Share of Money, or 
perhaps ſngenuity , while others are exempted 
trom paying of Money in Conſideration of their 
making Arms their Trade, and conſequently giv- 
ing more than their Share of perſonal Force. 
Now ſay the People in this Province, as we 
hope the Time will never come when the whole 
perſonal Force of this Community may be requi- 
lite to its Defence, we ſhould moſt heartily and 
charitably excuſe Conſciences really ſcrupulous of 
bearing Arms, if the Law, which exempts them, 
had provided for their paying an Equivalent 
over and above their proper Quota of Money 
for the Indulgence of fitting at Home to get. 
rich by their Induſtry, while we are ſpending our 
Blood and our Time in the common Caute. 
But, far from this, the preſent Law leaves us in 
a worſe Condition than that in which it found us. 
It deprives us of our natural Rights, and unjuſtly 
exempts one Party from that which is the Buſt- 
neſs of every Party. For while we defended the 
Country without a Law, we could at leaſt tell 
tnoſe who were benefited by us, that they owed 


| us ſome Return of Kindneſs; but as the Law 


now ſtands we have not even an Opportunity of 
making any Perſons think themſelves obliged to 
us 1n this Reſpect 3 and, it in the leaſt we affect 
any 


[ 8 ] 
any of thoſe, either in their Perſons or Eflates, 
who refuſe to aſſiſt us in the Defence both of their 
Perſons and Eſtates, we are liable to an Action 
of Damages for doing a public Service. 

Thus a Law which ought to have provided 
for the Defence of the Province has made it law- 
ful for any one, or for every one, at Pleaſure, 
to refuſe ating in its Defence ; and that Com. 
pulſfion, which in Caſes of Extremity would be 
juſt by the Laws of Nature, 1s now declared un- 
juſt by the Laws of our Country ; which Laws 
muſt therefore themſelves be highly unjuſt. 

4'hly, The Law ſubſtitutes a new Legilature, 


who may, it they pleaſe, enact the ſevereſt mili- 


tary Articles, and prevent our defending our 
Country unleſs we ſubject ourſelves to the rigid 
Diſcipline of Mercenaries, which, however ne- 


ceſflary in their Caſe, we cannot think ſo necef- 


ſary in a voluntary Aſﬀociation of Freemen, who 
would much rather ſerve on the common Plan 
of Militias. | 

 &thly, Moreover, tho' we have neceſſarily 
truited the ſupreme Authority of the Province 
with a Power of making Laws to affect Life and 
Property ; yet we conceive this to be a Truſt of 
Jo facred a Nature, that it riever can be delegated 
to any others than thoſe to whom it was origi- 
nally given, It would ſeem from this that if 
our Afiembly could ſecure their own Party, they 
care not how ſevere the Laws may be that are 
extended to other Parties ; unlefs this be meant 
as an Expecient to render all military Laws urn- 
popular for the future, Certainly if our Afſem- 
bly's Conſciences do not allow them to meddle 
1n Matters fo nearly intereſting our Liberties and 
Rights, as the Aſcertainment of the Terms 0 


Which we are to mect and defend our Cquntry, 


it 
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it is high Time for them to reſign the impagtant 
Truſts they hold. BI 

Theſe are ſome of the many ObjeCtions againſt 
this Law on the Part of the People. The Go- 
vernor likewiſe has much Reaſon to object againſt 
it on the Part of the Crown, which is deprived 
of that neceſſary Security which it ought to have 
over the Militia, by the Appointment of the 
Officers. And as this Province 1s circumſtanced, 
ſuch a Security 1s peculiarly requiſite, and the 
Want of it might be dangerous, were the Law 
to be carried into Execution as it ſtands. For 
tho? it provides very particularly for ſigning of 
Articles, Cc. yet neither the EleCtors nor Ele&ed 
are required to take the common (Qualifications 
to the Government, Beſides the Foreigners in 
the Province, among whom are many {Roman 
Catholics, will have it m their Power to elect 
the chief Part of the Officers, who will in all 
Probability be Foreigners alſo ; and what Secu- 
rity we may have in ſuch a Militia, I ſhall not 
take upon me to determine, eſpecially as the Ot- 
ficers, whether forcign or home-born, are fo en- 
tirely dependent on the Breath of the People. 

Having thus given an Account of the military 
Law, and the Means by which it was obtained, 
I muſt obſerve to you that the Day * before ir 
was paſſed, about four Hundred of the Inhabi- 
tants, chiefly Dutch, of the beſt Sort, from the 
back Parts of Philadelphia County, not knowing 
what was done, and being unable to ſic ſtill any 
longer, came down to the City in a peaceable 
and orderly Manner. Some People being alarm- 
ed at the Approach of ſuch a Body rowards the 
City, the Governor ſent the Sheriff out to en- 
Quire what their Intentions were, They replied, 


L that 
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that they were friendly, and that they came un- 
armed, as Children to their Fathers, imploring 
Protection, and a Suſpenſion of all unneceſſary 
Diſputes to another Seaſon. Grief and deep Di- 
 ftreſs were painted in their Looks. They firſt 
waited upon the Governor; who came out and 
ſpoke to them with the greateſt Humanity and 
Regard. He told them that it was not his Fault 
they remained unprotefted—He had always been, 
and now was, ready to agree to any reaſonable 
Law for their Defence which the Aſſembly might 
offer ; and at the ſame Time he acquainted them, 
that he had two Days before, received a Letter 
from the Proprietaries, ordering @ free Gift of 
frove thouſand Pounds to be applied towards their 
Relief in the preſent Emergency ; which Letter 
he ſhewed to ſome of the Heads of the People, 
Their Countenances ſeemed to brighten at the 
Joyful Tidings, and they departed pouring forth 
Blefings and Acclamations ! 

They then went to the Aﬀ4embly, and having 
with Difficulty procured Admiſſion, they laid 
their Grievances before them. The Aſſembly 
attempted to throw the Blame on the Governor, 
and aſked the People, if they would be pleaſed 
to have their Liberties given up. The People 
replied, that they neither would nor could enter 
into the Merits of the preſent Diſputes ; that 
they wanted Protection, and did not underſtand 
what Liberties they had to give up when their 
Lives were every Hour in Danger. The Ai Wl 
ſembly ſeeing what turn Things were like to 
take, thoughr fit to promiſe them immediate Re- Wi 
lief ; and accordingly a Bill granting ſixty thou 
ſand Pounds to the King's Uſe, including the Wil 
Proprietary Gift of five thouſand Pounds, was i 
ſent up to the Governor the next Day, which bt 
paſſed 
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paſſed immediately, as he would have done four 
Months betore, had the Affembly then thought 
fit to allow the Governor a Voice in the Diſpoſi- 
tion of the Money, and to depart for a while at 
leaſt from their moſt unjuſt Propoſal of taxing 
their Proprietors by Perſons who in no Shape re- 
preſent them ; both which they conſented to at 
laſt, when they could carry their Oppoſition no 
farther, | 
Thus have I given you a full Account of this 
extraordinary Debatz, which was carried on for 
four whole Months, as if it had been a Conteſt 
pro Aris & Focis, And yet, by a fair Calcula- 
tion, it would not have eaſed the Taxables in 
this Province above T wo-pence Sterling one with 
another z and therefore it might eaſily have been 
given up on the Part of the Aſſembly, as no 
preceding Aſſembly had ever attempted to lay 
ſuch a Tax before ; whereas, on the Part of the 
Proprietors, I have ſhewn that it could not be 
given up, without giving up their Rights both 
as Engliſhmen, and as chief Governors of the 
Province, 
Now, that it was not the Value of the Pro- 
prietary-tax, but the Power of taxing, which 
the Aſſembly aimed at all this while, was early 
diſcovered, by their refuſing the Value when of- 
tered by the voluntary Subſcription of {everal In- 
habitants of Philade/phia, who being ſincerely 
aftected to ſee ſuch an unſeaſonable Diſpute in- 
troduced, humbly prayed the Aﬀembly to accept 
of their ſaid Subſcription as the full Value of the 
Proprietary-tax, that che diſtreſicd back Settlers 
might obtain immediate Relief, till ſuch Time 
as this new Diſpute could be ſettled in the pro- 
per Manner. But this Propoſal they rejected 
with Scorn, as alſo another made by the Gover- 
L 2 ; nor 
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nor (and mentioned above) for framing a ſepa- 
rate and equitable Bill, to rax the Proprietors by 
Aſſeſſors to be partly choſen by the Governor, 
and partly by the Afﬀerr,bly ; with a ſuſpending 
Clauſe, ſubmitting it to his Majeſty's Royal De- 
termination, whether the Proprietary Eſtate was 


taxable or not. | 

But none of theſe Expedients ſuited the Al- 
ſ-mbly's Plan. The Diſtreſs of: their Country 
was their Opportunity, and they were determi- 
ned, that if rhey muſt ſacrifice their Principles, 
by levying Money on the Quakers for Defence, 
they ſhould obtain a full Equivalent by the Ac- 
compliſhment of their iniquitous Scheme of al- 
ſuming to themſclves all the Rights of Go- 
vernment, and thereby gratifying their unjuſt 
Reſentment againſt a Family to which they 
owe the higheſt Obligations, and whole ſingle 
Offence againſt them 1s perhaps the leaving their 
religious Society, and preferring the general In- 
tereſt of the Province, to that of the Quaker 
Hierarchy. | 


been too circumſtantial in theſe Matters, or that 
I make them of more Importance than they re- 
ally are. The Conduct of this rich and popu- 
lous Province, has ſo cloſe a Connexion with 
every Scheme that 1s projected for the Good of 
theſe Colonies, and the Quaker Politics have 1o 
pernicious an Influence upon the Conduct of the 
Province, that I could nat, with any Juſtice, be 
tefs circumſlantial in my Account of theſe Facts 
and Anccdotes concerning them, which I have 
endeavoured, as far as Time would permit, to 
lay together in a Manner that may prove leaſt 
redious to the Reader, 


d 
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I hope you will not imagine that I have ; 
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It is true, one Point is carried, and the Money 
is obtained. But how was it obtained ? Were 
they not evidently forced into a Compliance? and 
had I any Grounds to think that they have re- 
ſolved to change their Condutt for the future, 
I ſhould, on this Occaſion, have been filent as 
the Grave, Bur, alas! if any Man can think 
thus of them, he knows them not! While they 
continue to keep the Power folely in their own 
Hands, it will be as impoſſible.to reconcile Light 
and Darkneſs, as to make them prefer the gene- 
ral Intereſts of the Province to that of their 
own Party, till Things are brought ro the very 
laſt Extremity. We ſhould have the ſame Dil- 
putes acted over again, were it neceſſary to pro- 
poſe another Money-Bill to-morruw. And what 
honeſt Heart can be filent while ſuch a diſmal 
Proſpect lies before us ? Moit certainly we have 
ſuffered too much from their idle Diſputes al- 
ready, and I am pained at my very Heart to re- 
fect upon what we have ſuffered ! | 

Indeed, had there been no Inconveniences 
ariſing from their Condudt but the Lols of Time, 
they might be forgiven! Nay, had the Loſs of 
our Property, and the laying waſte a great Part 
of the Province, been the only Loſſes fuſtained, 
theſe alſo, by future Induttry, might have been 
repaired. But, alas! who ſhall gather up the in- 
nocent Blood that has been ſpilt upon our Bor- 
ders, and in the very Heart of our Country, 
during their obſtinate Continuance of a moſt in- 
lienificant Debate ; and their more obſtinate Re- 
fuſal to frame a proper Militia Law. | 

For my part, I bear the 2uakers no Il-will, 
as they are Men: In that Capacity they have 
never offended me, and I with them well. Burt, 
as they are Rulers, Aſſembly-Mcn, Politicians, 
and 
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and unrighteous Monopolizers of Power, purſu- 
mg ſeparate Intereſts from their Country, and 
facriicing the Majority of their Fellow-Subjects 
to theſe dirty Intereſts :—1 fay, in this Capacity, I 
am at mortal Enmity with them, and look upon 
them as Enemies to their Country, as well as 
acting directly contrary to thoſe Principles which 
their Forefathers have profeſſed to the World, 
For, if they were really that meek and primitive 
People they pretend to be, would they delight to 
embroil theinſelves in Government, at a Time 
when they are avowedly unfit for it, and thereby 
fill their Country with Diſcord, Confuſion, and 
Miſery ? And all the while they are doing this, 
they very czvilly tell us, that 1t is for our Good 
that it ſhvuuld be ſo; and thar all their Debates 
are for the Preſervation of our LIBERTIES |— 
Moſt conſummate Impudence ! What Liberties 
have we worth preſerving, when the Legiſlature 
is a 7#nto ; when the greater Part of the Province 
1s injuriouſly denied its due Proportion of Re- 
preſentatives z when one Perſuaſion claims an ex- 
cluſive Right of Government ; and when we are 
lett at the Mercy of our Enemies, deprived of 
the great firſt Privilege of Nature, the Privilege 
of defending our Lives, -and protetting our Fa 
 wmilies, unleſs we will at the ſame Time defend 
the Lives, and protect the Families of our haugh- 
ty Maſters, without the leaſt Recompence or Re- 
ward, unleſs they gracioully think 'fit to beſtos 

ON Us. | 
While theſe Things are fo, I will repreſent, | 
will remonſtrate, nay, I will ſolemnly protel 
againlt ſuch eftabliſhed Iniquity, and will neve! 
be ſilent till I ſee Juſtice triumphant, the Peopii 
protefted, and the Avenues of public Truſt and 
Preferment opened to Men of public Aerie 
nite 


4 


[ 87 ] 
Tategrily, of whatſoever Denomination or Party. 
And as long as I am conſcious of purſuing this 
Plan, the Terms of Reproach thrown out againſt 
me by a Faction, I ſhall conſider as Epithets of 
Honour. And thus I think I may juſtly conclude 
at large with the Lines from which I took my 
Motto, as they were never more applicable than 
in the preſent Caſe; for our Senators are great 
Admirers of the Yenetian Conſtitution, 


« Jafrier | I'd be a moſt notorious Villain, 

« To ſee the Sufferings of my Fellow-Creatures, 

« And own mylelf a Man. To ſee our Senators 

« Cheat the deluded People with a Shew 

« Of LiBeRTY, which yet they never taſte of. 

« They ſay by them our Hands are free from 
« Fetters, 

« Yet whom they pleaſe they bring to Shame 
&« and Sorrow, 

« Drive us like Wrecks down the rough Tide of 
&© Power, 

«© While there's no Hold to fave us from De- 
& ſtruction. — 

« All that bear this are Villaias, and I one 

* Did I not riſe, at ihe great Call of Nature, 

« To check the Growth of theſe DomesTtic 
© SPOILERS, | | 

* Who make us Slaves, and teil us—'/is or 
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